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We are alarsed that an ever-increasing sumber of lettare tò our "Hopper Post’ 
pages aro from readers who are angry about sending soney off to veta debo clubs 
for programmes or badges and receiving nothing in reply. 

We have already touched on thia subject in recent issues, but we beliave that ££ 
could enly be the tip of ihe iceberg because we also have many other unpobliisbed 
casas where tha genersi public are not being treated fairly. 

Ti noose that Club Secretaries are not doing tho duties with which thay were 
appointed by answering mail from people and dealing with any orders lor club item: 
such as programmer and badges. 

Evon rzimple things like ganera] information about the ciub can often be ignored 
despite stamped addressed onvelopec being sent. It im about time thal all Glut 
Secretaries got thelr act together anü started to take responsibility, otherwise 
they should get nut And lat somnemne Lake over who can do the Job proeperir. 

At GROUNDHOPPER MAOAZINE, ve have personally come serors this problem on muneroum 
erpanieng ourselves, mo wa can appreciate the frustration. and annoyance when the 
degeney of a repiy ip evren out nf thè question. For exemple, a feature on Che 
change of grounds by South Westera Lèngua club MEWTOM ABBOT at the end ‘of inst 
seanon was te he included in our June iaate, and there wera опе ог tvo loons ends 
to tie on with their Secratary before the article could be completed. Despite 
THREE letters to the Seeretary linclading 5BAE's each ties), we didn't even get a 
reply saylng "sorry = cannot halp" which in diegraceful. 

in another occnsion, during our visit te SPALDING UNITED sarlier in the волося, 

we had arranged in advance for & quantity of programsmas to be kept for ve to taka 
away, Havin раза the money, we were teld on the day that the Dan reserved 
far us were En at hos= by the Secretary who had left in a rush for the match. 
They promised that, they would be sent out to us by iat clans pont two daye later 
on the Monday. That wan two months ago., and despito letters to the Secrotary 
since, wo have heard nothing = and they still have our money! 

We want to hear from TOU if you have been badly trested bys son-leseuo club in 
the seme way. Write to un at the usual magazine address and we uiil see if we can 
do pomething about it fer you. We cannot promise answers, but we will do our 
vary baat to make sure thie practice of ripping off supporters is stopped sa soon 
ac possitie. Secretaries should realise that without the interest shown by non- 
league enthusiasts, they wouldn't haves ama elu to Bes ansociatesd with in thea [irs 
Pinca, anid the sooner this message geta across to tham, the better. Df eourse, 
the majority of Secretaries are excellent, ansvering all queries aod dealing with 
post as |t comes in, but thers are aose who shouldn't be doing the job with which 
they were appolnied. Lat os know what YOU think on this oubject. Write in now! 
Finally, on a more cheerful note. merry christuss to all our readers!!! 3 








COMPILED BY STEVE KING 





А nümber of ground improwemenita havê bean carried out at Key Donaulianksa Booth 
Midland Laagus Frasier Division club BODDUESDON TOWN. Most notieibly, anm extensis 
hat been added to the existing Ciubhozss which has provided an enlarged Cosel itesn 
rome, Feteroe’s гооп and inside tailets for Beth ladies and zentlesen. The 
fibedlighta have also been jmsprovod, as han the entrance La the ground where nav 
concrete Blabs heave tifiled up this arca. Da October ind, а Bhosbosz 1] defeated 
a Hoddesdon Town F.C. vetarans ЇЇ 6-4 in front of over $00 poeple to raise funds 
for the St. Elizabeths Hose for Woees and Children with epilepsy, Much Пайһав. 
Anyone requiring а copy of the programme lasued for the above match should send 
P1.J0 [imc PAP) to Derek Fieldsend, 12 Hodney Cremesnt, Hoddesdon: Herta, ES? 
SEM. AI! proceeds will be golar to tbe above mentioned cause. Semi {Op [ine 
PAP) for a сору of а recent Hodduaden Town prograsss....ddvenced Piary [ater tine 
Exnter Monfiay, Maroh 27th is the Leicestershire FA Junior Cup Final (venue to he 
arranged), Monday April 24th io the Leiceatershirese FA Jeleon Новев Sanlor Cop 
Final (venue to te arranged), snd Wednesday May Jed (provieionallly) io the Lej- 
cestershire Fi Challenge Cap Final, Fitbert Sireet, Leicester, k.o: 7.00pa. Full 
miich prograspes WiLL bo published fer all threes finnls....Groandboppera say be 
interested to know that the kick-off tina for the Seager Homes Midland Divisian 
müáich batwean STOURBAIDGE and BRIDGEORTH on New Years Eve (Saturday) will be 
11.15am, and therefcre Midland hoppers a" wish to take in two er more genes on 
that day....Andy Barr, Hon. Secretary of VOL isague cist CLAPTON writes: As you 
are Avare., Wi Are approaching the end of our ТООЕЋ узаг at the Oli Spotted Тор 
ground. Inm order to cosmemoraté the 'Ton-up, Tona! we are produsing 4 new Club 
lapel badge. This will be af a totally different design to any badge provicusly 
prodgeed Ey the club. However, in addition we ara to кем а special ‘limited 
edition’ lapel badge of which. only 200 will be sade. these ar) avalláble to all 
eallectors on a firat come, first served basis and application forms ars availah]: 
from ae from 18 Secenber 1988. — Howsvar, there аго ways of obtaining » *rrior- 
ity order fore" which may place you in a better positica te recelve your bedge. 
At our Бове match with Hemel Bempstead on Saterday 3ré Janaury 1989 [the firat 
satoh of the next 100 years) we will include in our prograsmss a prioriiy order 
Torm. Those applying on such a form have 14 daya to apply before other applic- 
ations аге dealt with. The first 200 forse cr applications to arrive at ay 
address will resasive ths Limgite3 Edition badge. the entice operation will be 
overlooked by car Chairman Nike Fogg.: Atong with the badge, tbe recipient will 
receive a certilication of euthañticity and а copy of an Affidavit by our cupp- 
lier undertaking sever to produce amy gore badges of that kind again. ite Gedge 
will coat £3,00 and the sew style [unlisited) just £1.50. We alpo Save the old 
style tedgs Available at £1.50....1f Fou would ilke to visit ALBANIA for England': 
World Cap matoh im March,Bryan Clark of Leigh, Lance is trying to get п trip 
organiaed for around 15 people. The tour would борі агошыі 131 рег рогееп and 
would be from 6-14 March 19589, inclusive of excursalons,. scheduled flights to 
Titograd via Belgrade, full board, tickets for the match, etc. Да the Albanians 
are very strict on the numbers they will allow inte thelr country, and wiil aet 
allow Individuais or groups of leas than 15 for any reason, this ezcrlusive OROUNI- 
HOPPEN MAGAZIKE cffar shoul be snapped up atreight sway. If interestod, please 
contect Bryan Clark at é Alt Close, Leigh, Lanca, WNT 55D (Tel: OF25 826323 (йау) 
or 0942 677105 [(hame)....A 'Mail on Sunday' sagarine oth 5on-leagus socaer will be 
launched at the end of the ysar. Tt willl be im full colour and contain bi pages, 
and GROTNDHDOPPER MAGAZINE wilt bs corered vith a two-page feature on groutihapp- 
ing in genéral. plus ап advert for the magaiine ss look eut for that.... 





As- you will sse from the Groundhoppers Club News pages, Steve Pettit has asncunci 
his intention to gira up the pcst of Club Secretary. We et CROSEDBOPPER MACAI- 
INE ars naturaliy sorry to bear of Steve's dscimion, bst ft is a decision we 
repect. Etuve's sparc time Is fairiy limited thease days, and he feels trat hi 
cannot really do justice te the Jct as he ie ac heavily involved in work ssd his 
commitzsenis Lo Bednesford Town. 
But GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE will be continuing with the sluhb as per uzual, asd we 
have scse vory exciting ideas linud up for next year, and we will be arranging 

A a fell prograzgsze of conventions as veil at some interesting places. 
Wa will have sore news sboot this chesge in cer dexl liu. 








WELSH RABBIT 


All the latest news and gossip from the Welsh | 
non-league scene i 





The rare coincidence of = fine Saturday and Sully playing ai home presented the 
ideal opportunity to» pay oy first visit of the soason to Surnhas Avonus, to asse 
tha side threatening to turn the Abacus Welsh: Longue Premier Divieion isto м 
one-horma raee. The ground is on common common land, only yards [rom the linach 
[(dces anyone know of a senior ground closer to the seal): А lovely spot in 

good weather hut the cnly shelter againat the slemants ie the clubhouse overhang 
which gives « podr view of the pitch. Gully are unable to charge for entry but 
issue an excellent 50р progranse = almost certainly the best im the league. 

Bully ars imprenniva on the pitch. destreylng Herthyr reserves the day 1 visited, 
and still unbeaten after 12 matches. There's little doubt that thie side would 
achieve at least а sid-table position In the National Division, but will they 

get the chascel? The ground doean't comply with ational Division standards and 
lt seems unlikely they will be allowed to charge for admission or build а вага 
en the common. Recently, Sully approached Panurth ragby club with a view to 
sharing the Athletic Ground but were turned dovn. I hope commonsense prevails - 
а toun tha size of -Panarth showlid bs on the socosr map anyway - and Sully would 
be an asset to ths National Division, 





ЕТ: 

sully!'s Burnham Ave- 
nus ground, pictured 
during the Sully v. 
Merthyr Heserves 
match. 

PHOTO: DAVID COLLINS 





T Bad hoped to report here on Saolly's nssrest challengers, даванїога Town, but 
British Hail prevented ma [ros watching thelr 1-3 draw &L Abercrabn. Baroconing 
ese on п failed train for most of Saturday aftornoon. Thanks, B.R! 
Recent oxperience saggerta that the top Premier Division teazs are superior to 
the National Division strugglers : in the 5 ysenrs sincs ils formation, only 
Caerau and PBlaenrhandda have besn rolsgated from the Hational Division, and both 
have found life. very tough in the Premier. By contrast, Abergavenny have race ж 
satisfactory start in the National. Lisselli, tesporarily demoted, are in mid- 
table in the Fronier. 
The Welsh League have a difficult balance to strike : tho standard of grounds is 
n important part of the "professional ieage" of the National Division, and there 
Je no doubt it is an incentive to lover clubs to upgrade spectator faciilties. 
But on the other hand, poor playing ‘records must lead to relegetion. 
The next requirement for National Division clubs may be lights. Abergavonny 
already have plane to loin the eight ¿luba already "lit up’. 
Meanwhile Ferndale, one of the Premier sides with lightea, вау have to play [ewor 
erening matches because of the £31 charge sade by dhondde council for use of the 
Darian Park lights for a match. 
Llanidloes Town of the Manwot League recently switched on their new Lights at 
Victoria Avenue. And another ground improvement is tha Manweb League caso nt 
Rhayadar!s Weirglodd ground where the stand han been extended, the extension 
having boen named the Hill the Coal stand in memory of s [loyal supporter. 
i've heard reports of moms Maunweb Lengus teams failing to raiss g fuii side rec- 
antly - the latest oxampleo was when Horda vielted Liandrindod Welins : the Horda 
team wore on the pitch ready te start when they were teld their hosts had called 
the game off. 
i'l) take this opportunity of wishing all readere an Serene christmas and 
new year. I*11 bà back next sonth with seve and reports frome recent Welsh FA 
and Interaediate- cup gamer. 


THE EASTERN SCENE 


— — —— with PADDY LILLISTONE : 


rounding areas 





With a gsarLer cof the season gons, it le worth taking « quick lock around the 
fast Anglian leagues. 

In the Jewreen League, the reaning ie being made by HISTOR TOWN, who will be 
hoping te sake it 4 Fenland'double' by enuülating the ssccass of March Towa last 
sansen, but snapping al their heele are the formidable BRAINTREE TOWN and SUDBURY! 
who both have Deazer Homer aspirations. 

A mixed story for the area's three Beazer loses slubs, with OHELMSFORD CITI and 
BURY TOWN: predictably. amongst the front runners in the Scutharn Division and 
KINGS LISS etrogeling sowewkat in the Midiand Division. | 

In the Essex and 5uficlk Border League, CORNARD UBITED harê û DV} record and 
Sudbury-baeed sides hold secesd place аг well with WABBERERP haiding thal posit- 
ion. The Zuffolk & Ipswich league tiila looks like being Lhe closest with the 
coa&zíai duo ef WOODBRIDGE TOWN and GADNDISHURGH lecked in battle at the top cf 
the table, whilet further- north, the Anglian Combination League іе the moat int- 
cresting for several yeare with the thres clubs salting the pace = BECCLES. 

ST. ANDRE and OVERSTAAED all surprise packets. 

One league which already locks cut and dried ia the newly Eoreed Jevwnon Second 





The grandstand at 
Great Yarmouth 
Town F.C. 
PHOTO:TERRU NANNING 








Тїз {ез where the Worfalk based WECISAM, with = host of players with Footbal. 
Lesgue experience, inclediag the former West Has star Keith Hobesa, are airsan] 
in à вета "gr uncstchable positisa. 


If you are looking for e trend in i&e leagues around the агза xc far, |t is thai 
they are nearly all led by ‘surprise sidaz' and thie is saking for am interesting 
seasga here nn the Eastern sida of the coantry. 

Club Factfile-: WROIHAM 


mpm ms ЛЫ ЧИН ИИ: ВИ" ЕІ И mc Rs TNT Cam m 


Former Anglian Cezbination side VROINAM ars now runaway leaders of the Jewson 
League Divigion 2. Their ground ia situs tes about- 1 mile from the town om tas 
eain 21741 road frem Norwich, To tha left ef the railway line, Lake another 
left af ihe Caztle pub and left again down а narrow lane to Trafford fark. 
Wrozham can be reached by rail from Borvich er the occasional bos. 

Tha ground is >ordered on two sides by trees, with the railway iine paasing 

"loge to the far aide with a floodlit trnining area behind (he goal whith is 

иней аз additional parking сл matoh days. There ig X peal] atant on nne side 
with WROKUAM. F.C. on the facia = opposite ia a rov of about 20 sesta. J— The 
drsssing roces and clubhouse ara both of the portasabim MK with the latter 
having & ber, pool table, stc and a isa hut serving hot drinks, szacks, ate 
With the leam- well avay at the top of the lable, tbe rese if он to get the fi ood 
lights necessary for Promler Division football, ready Tor next season, and they 
hope Lo sake a start on thema next sonth, Certainly they have team to bring 
success to thie Norfolk oatpost, vith at laast seven players having experience 
in the professional gases with Korwieh City including Beith Robeson. who also 
played with Wert Ham. - | 
Last season, Wroxhan celebrated their centenary with « place in the Jewson Leagw 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 


ABOVE: Ghipperfield Corinthians (Herts County.) 
BELOW: Caledonian F.G. PROTOS AY LEO HOENTG. 





Column 


THE MONTHLY COLUMN FOR ALL HOPPERS 





When Lez suggested that a vixit t» the Glacgow [arden Featival 
mld te a good starting point for à holiday, | am nct esect ly 
mver -enthus (antic. Until it ocurred to ewm that there is 
Plenty of football in feotiand, at avy Lime c! year. So, on the 
iani. Theor ad ay in  Pugnrat, off =a же, stopping (‘first sat 
Midedlesteocugh for the — mepeedeay. ue stayed at Whitley Bay 


rreagriniight, аһ tha iret hing = aw ыз а gigantic banner 
adwemertiming a tocthall trrnasent, starting at T.I Friday 
mr etd reap Tha Churchill Pleving Fields ete ten pitches, ae) 


matchag wm going on leit, right and centre. | was peti 
wif pF {eed ail pleased to 9ind an escelimnt glossy programat on 
"ale Jor just op. Me dig not stay to watreh èll the matches, 
fut, after a stop ling mangî to take in a ^as Qrouw’d, = ant 
Porth to Edininirgh, viciting the Farm lslamwie em rite. 


ia =e left Edinburgh zpeedeay in Ehe ming the rain aiapiy 
fell deem, ang aw hail the rain mith we for the entire fortnight. 
Heavy rain mgresled us on the Saturday, and we headed brie’ ly for 


Leach Losonwt, before returning to Dumbarton for the match with 
Oumen * Park. T waa Pledaaantly iepresased with MHe&jghmead Park, and 
even more sao =bn Î discewered a rium shop. Qmdortumatwely it 


haa aly just — opened and stock sere low, Gut the aaa ager told 
= he is hoping to have hedges soon (real enaee] badges, mot Ehe 
plastic rutris iat, F ant aut looking for a gsacuflaerturer ef etl dc 
би happy tö waupely him with л ошай Їй quantity. I saplaine] that 
he bomuld have an ЕР Г iê selling СИР пг mre 4? he advart inti 
lien, amd whi D o Pedt he baê quite enthusiastic about getting in 


ймы ait — Toby Marlin, Let's ope he did «c. Plenty of 
scenic views (rom Boghesad, ad three goals wa Üuaeen s take the 
painta. 


Les fore not like Glas in the erening . Pa main reaeon i4 
that ali the lamp рйшїъ are in danger of tailing doen, At 
leant, =a think thal dm wy енота ja Always propping them up. 
Hawe you Gwen tried to find a vacant Vato post in GClasgoe on a 


Saturday Cing 7 Ze it creed appropriate to take a trip 
inte tr ША а ool ery purely ty coincidenre, “Sbherfovle sere 
at ot to Killsarm, in the d(inal match né th Porth and Єй КЁ 
L aaju. Me arrived to find five coaches already there, fmt 


"Тїз turned cut merely to te tmur iat, ah, hawirg Ба 
postcards anit taken photoes af the view, rushed back to their 
coaches to take in the neat bemity spot. we found the ground 
fanily Gogh, in the shadow of a gigantic aamtain, аға ыла! а 


реон. lt sa: three parts under water, rutied, and with pot 
hires — early à fool (deep. Tae Cuchi ihe wat à Crarily 


Figragging line of maet. The match could not possibly start. 
Hut start it did, sith splash off at 1900. ТЕ mas watched by SO 
spectators and thousants of viris midges, who mounted à non 
atop attack on alt foolish enough to stand near them.  Aberdoyle 
a2, efter the visitors had Ned thrir gualkerper went off. 


Минтүү eas ë uë at the Elasgos Garden Festival, a very ert one at 
that. After five Bours of tramping around im a deluge, =e had 
had тыа. This left m= just enough tise to take another 
scenic drive into the mountains, this time to Lennpiatoe, where 
Milngavise just happend te be playing Knight encod in à "emi 
final match. The pitch sac, needless to say, moe What 
the growwieessan ead not in the least concerned. it aiii be brie 
iy Бу kick off, he said cheeriully. He was half right, in as 
euch a large puddles still lay everyehere, Gut at least the red 





a tie RPI eee MONTY тыт т щш eem o НЕ oam аги ИШ „И ЧЕРИН БЕ РД ee ee u- m cnr NET. ;.. Hm 


there was a cross of bosse 770 in attendance. 


Hark to the Garden Festival for the Monday, and threw matches tu 
pick from for the evening. We chose Duren’ Park, sho were at 
home to Celtíc at Lemssec Hampden in à reserve match. The pitch 
wae in magnificent condition after hmavy rain, but the terraces 
are «= broken seen that they are dangerous. Over 4060 «pec tatters 
cou менн ый 4-72. 1 sas Bore than pleased to take in a match 
at Lessor Hoepden, but once again there ser np proj eme. 


On to Fort William for the Tuesday, and by now the rain had 
plenty of spectacular views of saterfalia cascading down the 
ecuntains ad over the coodd. The good mees was that there was 


а жан on at Fort William. The tad sews wan that it esp 
pist pomer = The pitch san in surprisingly good condition, and i 
felt it could easily have gone ahead. Ben Newls towers up 


Alongside the ground, theugh much of it mas Tost in thue cloud. 


The ext day = made our Way ta an even setter Guter Hebrides, 
were se stayed for aver a metik, and then back we case to take 
in кєт maiore match on the sainland. Plenty of choice, but =p 
chose to go to Btiring Albion. This was the only ground that i 
eam eot feapredced with. fhe ығ асе ie artificial, end ia by 
far the worst | head yet seen. The main stand was only large 
eco to hold "MO mnt£tirials, although: the terracing was cuite 
gero. l could not fied a club shop, although [| understand that 
there is one sompwhere. What did impress se was the excel tent 
programme, easily the bent | have seen in Gcotland. | arrived 
at T1425, and «as one of the (iret inside the ground. Even then 
there «were oaniy a handful of programmes available, sad all eere 
scold out by 1435, sith only about 150 people in attendance at 
the time. Gy kick off time there were 750 spectators, few of 
wis had programmes, and this ix sieply not good enough. The 
visitors were UÜoron's Park, who lost 3-7 in an enter taining 





Overall, a pleasant holiday, with the Heprides the highlight of 
the trip. But does it even stop raining in Scotland. 





The Februery 1999 fesue of GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE will again eontainm ID pagas, and 
will be gant out on Tussdny jrd January. These are just SOME of the items we 
have lined up for tha next issue.... 
= Club Bhop Reviaw will foature GM Vauxhall Conference gid ALTRINCHAM. 
* Our Laague Directory guide will feature THE DAF-ATR FDOTBALL.LEAGUE, and will 
cont&in useful information for hoppers including detalle of nearest raliuny 


stations, whether progrümmes mre issued, telephones numbers, eiu. 

+ А special feature on the runaway doccess of WOIHAM in the 2nd Divisicn nli the 
Jevson League, and why ACCRINGTON STANLEY nre on tho way back up the ladünr 
of @teceas. ‘Exclusive reports on these tug cluba + photoa in next lsang, 

* SEW FEATURE! "The four sides of.,.." is a pictore-guids to a different non- 
league ground ‘each aonth where-all four sides of tho ground area photographed. 
plus other fanilities at the ground te bring you a complete pictorial guide to 
the ground. The first of these now guides is next month. 

* There's all the regular features including "Spot the Ground", "Welsh Rabbit", 
Letters, dozens of previously unpublished photos, news, ОН Club Кеша, plus 
the latest badge and propgrammse nowt from Toby Jackson and Ron Jones. 

* Jahn Peaae gives hls Account af his groundühopping holiday in Sicily. pius 
exclusive photos. 

" Plua lots moral 

£o laok aut for the bumper FEBRSARY 1989 issun of GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE, sailed 
out an ird January 1989. Apologies for the non-appearance this month of the 
nrevisuniy advertised feaiursa on Liskeard and Supermarine. cheat will apponr 
soon In GHM, bui Docauss of lark of apace, we could nol festure them this month. 








Bil) RICHARD BRIGGS 


FOCUS ON 
BRIDPORT 


Bridport are one ol the top sides in Dorset. Last season, they won thelr 
third successive Dorset Combination League crown, the Dorset Combi- 
nation Leeque Cup end the Dorset Senior Cup, beating Dorchester Town 
and Poole Town on the way. 

This season, they are back In the Great Mills lengue after an absence 
of five Nicknamed Ihe Bees, they had a spell in the Western 
League between 1969 and 1983, . withdrawing for financial reasons. 

Bridport have been very successful over the years, winning the 
Western League Cup and Merit Cup, the Mark Frowde Cup and the 
Dorset League tlile besides the honours outlined earlier. 

Lie play ina strip oí black and red at $1 Mary's Field, a 1,500 capacity 

| nd just off the town centre. Bridport is a small south west Dorse! 
town, near the vary commarlal seasida village of West Bay. 

Bridport town centre is basically three streets, West Street merging 
into East Street, and South Street, which is Just off the other two. 

East Street marges Into East Road, which in turn merges Into the A35 
(eastwards). 




















To lind St Mary's Fleid,go down South Street until you pass all tho 
shops and turn right into Skilling Hill Road. The ground is about 50 
yards up this street on your right 

St Mary's Field has a large car-park beside It. Walking through-the 
car-park will {ake you to the paying In box. Last season, entrance for 
Combination League gamos was 70p and a 12 page programme was 10p 
extra. 

Straight In front of you from the paying in box is some covered 
accommodation which runs about hall the length of the pitch. It can 
cover about 300 people. Opposite this is a smart grandatand with a 
capacity of about 250. 

Al the far end of the ground are the dressing rooms, tollets and a 
superb clubhouse, the Beehive. 

1 0 The record attendance al thes very pioluresque ground was setin 1981. 





© i 


when 1,150 people? turned up ta see agame with: Exeter City. 

Bridport are still very well suy d. Thoy had gates of over 200 for 
some Combination games iast season and the average was well over 
100. 

They are due to play m" Great Mills League first division games 
at St Mary's Field on Tuesd. 

The Bridport secretary is Kelih Morgan, and Һе 15а мегу helpiul man. 
You can contaci him at home on Bridport 25113. The club telephone 
number [5 Bridport 23834. 

The town ol Bridporl has a number of good pubs to eal in and quite a 
lew shops to look at. There are lots of pretty villages very nearby 
including the hamlet of Pymore, which has a soccer team in the Perry 
street League. 

Bridport is in easy reach of bigger towns like Dorchester and is also 
close to the seaside resorts of Lyme Regis and Weymouth. 

lf you want to visit West Bay, just keep | down South Street, 
which merges Into West Bay Road. Stay on that road and you are al the 
seaside! 

















This month's Groundhoppers Club £5 cash prize 
winner ist- Andy MEER, 3 Toatacok Chose, Hex- 


fey, 


Aent, BAD Pes. Помал lo. d£. 








11 





Following the recent értisles in OB, tal seat el] football in the north of 
Scotlasd [particularly Tony Middletsa's t of football in the 
Hebrides), and wy ovn mceoaent of my groundhap ping riescss i5 Scandinavian, 








porhape it 1a time Lo Branch oul and iook at foott All north of the Shetlands. 
Firstly, let us take a brief look at the Faeroe (pronounced 'Farce') Iolanda. 
їп case you dost knhov where they are. and I myself was largal ignorant te their 


existence until msbeugt 1984, they ar> a group ef sone 20-î islands = alli bat one 
e whieh are inhabited — situated half-way between Iceland and Scotland. Some 

pem will harea heard of then, if only bhecaums of the sq" Bull of pilot whale 
the has earned these islands noloriety. Hewever, foothall presises to sake 
thea somewhat better known. The Faeroese have recently beccss m: of FIFA 
íalthough do поё j to see thes RT ie the World Cipi) aod there are 
some apert footballing facilities in the ital, Torshavn. 18 fact, football 
in the Faeroes !s so interesting that I shail Se deveting a full erticle to the 
rubject in à future {tue of i 


Further north we coms to resend: & country whose football you all know poseihing 
about. Their national team has been achisving somà raspectable results of 
late. ond free whet 1 knew it appeare that in the summer of 1989. one or two 
proundhoppers may be the first over to watch football in Iceland. Wo, l's not 
the grezsdhopper concerned, although I do ы ж to go there in either 1990 or in 
1991. The only problems is that because it has the highest standards of living 
in the world, Iceland is 4 horrifying expensive oounlry far touriats, whether or 
not they are groundhoppers. When [ go there, it will certelniy be a diet of 
крт food and tap water for me! 

ng, despite tha country's affluence, ie not an widesproad ав ії 
is im the other $ inavian countries like Sweden and Hotway. Although thie 
kind af information wss aot easy for ва io discover, 1t doen seta Lo ge that 
there are no Rore than 15 clubs or sc, all ia the top two divisicus, who issus 
for league aatehes. Of couren, there may be teamsheets availatie at other clubs 
4 widely held fallecy about Icelandic football is that the ‘Leaugardel evellur (the 
cations] atadios in keri arik) is sed by all the Boykjavik clubs. [nm fact, 

EE and Talur boih have thair own m which they ususiiy play their hous 

langue matches ati. Vikingur unai Hr “meh the natlenal stadics but md 
movad to a new ground at Foasvyogur (21 usted im a southern àuburb of Reykjavik. 
This leaves Free os the only club (I tellers) who regulerly wae the Laugardals- 
vallar. 

a E there are two ает grounds next to the Laugardsisvollur. One im 
usad by Haykjavik-based 2nd and jrà Divimnicn clubs and the okher, which has 
artificial turf, ie used by ali Heykjavik-based 4ih Divislon clubs. his sya- 
thelie piteh offers a quarantee against pestposements which ia Jost as well since 
icelend is a very vet and windy eduntry. To get to stitches; dan't try locking 
Гог trains = there aren't anyi! There are-plenty of beese though, but if you 
want to watch a match in Akureyt (Iceland's eajor town in the north} you could 
ко Ьу plane, If your Access balance will allow it. | 
If T can afford it, I can't wait to go to [caland! Lat us now ge further forth 
8t111 to Greenland lea, bellewa it or not. competitive faotball ia actually 
played in Üreeniand. A league championship bas teen sets contented since 
1971 end the 1987 title wae won by Eissaviersuk - 1933 (E-19 for short]. 
inyere wanting the full i!st of champions can obtain û copy by sending = 5.4.E. 
апі а dp stamp [to cover the cost of photocopying) to my address below. 

Tho liat alpo includen details of the locations of the cluba who wom tha title. 
Now it's timo for some wore ayth-debenk!ing. Firstly, contrary to what coat of 
you may #tili teliere, the locals do aot iive is igioce! In fact, there are 
aclually blocke of flats im the capital, Huck (population 17,000). 

Furtheraore, the locals prefer to be known ss the ‘Tnait' people rather than 

as 'Eskimom!' which meana 'sater of raw Pleah' ere Га if I have put you off 
your appetite). Lastly. it is not true that there rzanent smaw and ice. 
in the wuseer it zelta Lo some extent, at least enough for them to play their 
fagtbail.mateohes. 


12 Continued on page 31 
























SUBSCRIBE NOW TO.CTHE 
BRIGHTEST AND BEST 

NON-LEAGUE PUBLICATION 
A 2 / L A B E Е. / 












Recadar Ientures mclude: — 


eTwo-page articles on Non-League clubs 
including photos of the ground and facsties, 
pegam details; maps, how tn get thers, 
where TO eat and drink in the town, etc 


e Features ono continental football, 
Lettes. e Photos. © News 
ecompeatition with up to £ 10O to be won 
e Badges olur, Programme News 

è FREE classified ads. 

e Columns by our team of writers 

e Groundhoppers Club news. 


@Profies, @ Plus much much more im every 
issue 


WITH GLOSS Y COLOUR COVER — 
DOZENS OF PHOTOS EACH MONTH. 
AVAILABLE ON SUBSCRIPTION ONLY 


ee сш ош :ш SSS a шш шшсыш ши юш ыш иш сыш-ыш юш нш шш вш иш ыш ыш иш иш пш ШШ ШШ ЫШ ны тих сишсшш=ш: шн mm тш: юш тєш шшш пш 


SEND TO: GHOUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE (DEPT. Gan) 24 POPLAR ROAD, WIMBLEDON, 
LONDON SW 19 3JH, 


| would Bke to subscribe tà GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE for the next 12 15580es 
E starting with the „<= 198... issue 


| would Eke to subscrmbe to GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE for the next B issues 
| starting wath the ........ asar aol TIE. вее 


T | would like a sample back issue FREE OF CHARGE and enclose 26p stamps to 
cover return postage and packaging. 


COST-— £12 FOR 12 ISSUES — EG FOR 6 ISSUES (including Postage and Packing 
NAMIE . 


ADDRESS 
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TH: SKOL NORTHERN LEAGUE 


Sack Benth, we ага bringing —m MAGAZINE readers & clut-bjg-club Listing 
from a different league, with ussful inforsation such as ground address, tele- 
hone 5sambers, whether programssos are lssomi, nearest rativay stations, ete. 
U Will be featuring in particular sons of the lesa зея lasguen where in- 
formation la ast always raadily available to groondhoppere 
This senth, we ere foesturing the SEG NONRTNENRS LEAGUE DIVISIONS 1 and 2. Ме Һари 
you will fing this guide useful when planning your trips to any of the clubs 
featured. 
DITETION one 
BILLINGQHAM BYNTEON r Üreund: Tha Stadium, Centras! Avenue, Billinghas. Colours: 
cress ite. rograsme: Occapilosally. Tel: 0642 552358 [ü0), OSL? 535856 
(Sec). Nearest Базда; Station: Billinghan. 
BILLINCHAM CM Ground: Bedford TerTraca, Pillinghasm. Colours: All Blue. 
таяне: egoiar. Tei: O&L2 560043 (6), 0642 555332 [Sac]. Nearest Railway 
Station: 81111 
NLTTR SPARTANS -{ around: Croft Park, Blyth. Colsura; Green & White, Bleek. 
irogrameer Regular. Yel: O670 352373 (0), 0670 36903! [Bon]. Шаагеа& Hailway 
tation: Neycsatle. 
Bit ANTAON UNITED : Ground: Welfare Ground, Hear Cosserela) Street. Brandon. 
cioure: Й. lee. Prograsses: Occasiotally. fel: 09! 3781730 (0). 091 3781778 
{Sec}. Шаага WBailwày Station: Gerber. 
REDIRET TOWM : Ground: Folsts North, Chanter Moor, Chester-Le-Eirest. 
(aura: Blue & Uhiie. Programme: Regular. —7e1: 09! 31883363 (0), 0931 387307 
(Яве). Waarest Railuvay Station: Durhsm. 
CHOOK TOWN 1 Ground: Millfield Oround, Went Road, Crook. Colours: Amber & Black; 
Frograsse: NRagzlar. Tel: OjA8^ 752959 [Q0], OF 762024 (See). Hearent Ballway 
Gtetion: Durhes er Bishop Écckland. 
DIRHAM CITT : Gregnd: Ferens Park, Tae Sands, Darham. — Colours: Amtar & Ecyal 
He.  PFrograsmet Regular. Tel: OF7 J809616 (0), O91 38415924 (Saa). Keareat 
nu Stationr Durham. | 
FERRYHILL ATILETIC : Qüround: Darlington Road, Ferryhill. Colours: Anbar à& Black, 
| | Wever. 181: O740 51937 (0), 0740 51177 [Bec). Nearest Railway 
Station: Darlingtce. | 
SRETNA : Ground: Eeydale Part. Dominion Read, Gretna. Colours: Black E White. 
Programme: Ragular. Tel: d41 17602 (0], 0461 37T4LT (Sea). Waarest Esai lvey 
Station: Carlisle. 
whi e ТОЖИ : Ground: King Le" ¥Y Field, Bowlebeach Road, Gul sboroug 
E Whita siripsm. anit Regular. Tels 0287 36925 (0), 0247 
38993 (Sac). Searast Rallusy M ¢ Middlestrouch. 
EIC ASTE Os STAR : roe: Mhsatskeaf Spoertsground, Woclsington, Brvcast!es 
DI | | Progresme: Negular. Те1: 091 2860425 (0), 091 7732655 
(See). Teareat M a ns castle. | 
ONTA SHIELDS : Ground: Appleby Fark, Haukey'a Lane, North Shields. Colours: AZ! 
| Programme: р, Tels 091 2590282 (C), 91 2579014 (See). Hearest 
Raiiuey Station: North Shields. pie жерше 
— Saakam Tous Park, Stockton Road, ole 
fer ШЫГ P egramae: Regular, Tel: 09! 5812540 (2). 0)! 5479472 (Bec). 
Kearest Railway Station: Seaham. 


BSHILDON : Ground: Dean Etreet, ZShilézs.  Qalours: fed Û White. Programme: Reg- 
















































ul&r. feli 03885 773877 161. 0725 316322 (Ba«]. Nearest Hallway Station: 
Shildon. 


I t Ground: Normandy Road, South Rank, Middlesbrough, Colours! Hed à 
Whit pes.  Frograzme: Occantonally, Tels O642 453193 (Q), O6q2 596709 
(Sec). Nearest Sallway Station: Middleabrough. 

THOG үйр | Üroutd: The Brewery Fleld, Durham Mead, Speseymoor. Colours: 
Tack & Watt Programme: Regular. Tel: 0388 814100 (C), 0388 815168 (502). 
ficarest Ral lay Stattsn: аЬ E a 
STOCKTON ; Ground: Teendale Park, Aeklam Road, Thornaby, Stockton. sicura! 
lack stripes. — Programme! Regular, Tel: 0642 606803 (G), 0642 587611 


(Sec). Nearest Railway Station: Stockton. 
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W TOWN : Ground: Ironworks Road, Tow Law, Colours: Black & White. 
x. np . asinnally. Tel: C388 730247 (ü), 0325 50743 [Sao). Nearest 
way Station: Durhes ог Bishop Auckland. 
WHITBSY TOWN: : Ground: Turnbult Ground, О pgang Lane, Whitby. Colours: All Blue. 
Ogranne: sgular. Tel: 0947 603193 (G), 0947 601769 (Sec). Nearest Railway 
Station: Whiti y. 














ALEMICI. тош t: Ground: 8&6 James Park, Alnvick. Colournt Black k White stripes. 
Programms: Regular. Tel: 0665 603162 (6). 091 2366456 (Sec). | Hearest Railway 
Station: Morpeth. 

ASHINGTON f Ground: Forbiand Fark, Ashington. Colours: Black & White stripes. 
Rene: Gecapionsliy. Tel: 0670 B12210 (d). Nearest Rmilvay Station: 
Newcastle. 

PEDLINQTON TERRIERS + Ground: Welfare Ground, Bedlington,  Goloure: Ali Red. 
IITTIUITE agiriari Tel: 0670 825485 (б). 0670 827528 (5sac]. linarest Hnilway 
Station: Newcastle, 

COESETT : Ground: Belle Toe Fark, Consett. Onoloure: Red & White. Programe: 
Hegular. Tel: 0207 503785 (0). 0207 503646 (Sec}. Nearest Railway Station: 


Neweamntlo. 

DARLINGTON CLEVE AND BERIDOQE : Ground: Neasban Road, Darlington. . Ooloura: All 

Tello Frog Occasionally. Teil: 0325 469735 (0). 0325 452753 [Sen]. 

e Railway Ha ios: Unrlingtoh, 

ESH WINNINS round: West Terrace, Waterheuse, Esh at pais Turhne. Colours: 

Iel | Green. Programmes: Occasionally. Tel: 091 3733872 (0), 091 3733511 

(Sec), Nearest Railway Station: Durham. 

| WOOD TOWN : Ground: The Welfare Ground. Evenwood, Bishop Auckland. (Colours: 

Віче k White. Programme: Occasionally. Tol: 0388 832201 (С), 0388 833035 

(nez). Nearest Railway Station: Bishop Auckland. 

BORDEN CW +: Ground: Welfare Perk Ground. Fark Mead. Horden. Onlours: ALL Red. 
gramme: Begular. — Tel: 091 57800748 (6), 091 5870727 (Sec). Nearest Hallway 

Stations: oon 

LANGI ARE WELFARE : Grounds Low Hoor Sead, p у Fark, Durham. Colours: 

"1 Frog need gular. — Toi: 097 2731525 (ü), 091 3737387 (Sec). 

Kista failuay Station: Durham. | 

MEETU i Gzound: Recreation Park, Church Lana, Horton, Colours: All White. 

anne: ÜOccanionally. Tai: 091 5268136 (0). 091 5261962 (Sec). Searest 

way Stationt Murton. 

ALLERTON TOWN: Ground: Ainderhy Road, Ramanby. Horthallerton. Colours: 

| Tel: O609 2418 (ü), 0509 779354 (uer 





































gramme: A 
Station: Korthallerton. 
JA | ON А 1521915 t Ground: Btation Road, Norton. Stocxtan-on-Tee 
Colours: t. — lrograsme: Regular, Tel: 0642 554011 10), Gêla 581350 
(Sec). раган tad lvay Station: Stockton. | 
| LEE NEWTOWN : Ground: Eden Lano, Peterlon Colnura: Sky Blue & White. 





Progranme: F Eie Tei: 091 5863004 (Gl. 091 5814531 (Sec). Heareat Rnilvey 
Station: Ресег100, 
Бази PAST END : romat, Kimberley Park. Broomhouse Rond, Frudhon. Colours: 


Fay avy Тое stripes. Programme: Occasionally. Tel: 0661 359700 (G1, 

5551 13214 (Seo). est Bailvay Btation: id: 

КҮНОРЕ OA 3 Ground: Meadow Park, off Stockton Road вузове Colours: All Noyal 
ue. Programne: a Tei: 091 5236555 (6), 097 5235601 (502). Nearest 


Recreation Ground, Welfare Fark, Station Road, Shotton 
1 olours: AH Blue. Prograzse: Regular. Tel: 091 5268255 (6). 
091 ИУ (Sac).  Bearest Ralluay Station: Saahaa. 
WASHINGTON : Ground: Albany Park, Spout Lane, Concord, Washington, | Colours: A11 
TP si: Hegular, Tel: 091. 4177779. (G), 091 5491384 (Bac). Nearest 
Railway Station: Newesatlo. | 
c AUCKLAND тоин : Groond: Darlington Hoad, West Auckland. Colours: Al] White 
Aci abor tris.  Programnot Occasionally. Tel: 0366 854403 {б}, 
0388 604375 (Sac). — Nearost Railway Station: D Aucklas 
WHICKHAM : Ground: Glebe Ground, Rectory Lans, Whi Colours: Bleck b White 
pes. Programme: Regular. Tol: 09! 4883054 (01, 091 2884614 (Sec). 
са Railway Station: Newcastle, | 
WILLINGTON = Ground: Hall Lane, Willington. Colours; Blue & White stripes. 
Programme: Regular. Tal: O388 746221 (G), 038B 7215297 TAN Hoarsst Railway 
Station: Bishop Auckland. 
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15 ІТ 2909 OR MON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL THAT 
MOV IN | r | GROU NDS - | 





SO MANY CLUBS ARE 


TORY JACKSC 










эта = EX m —— 


There is no simple answer to this question as although the 
reasons behind relocation may be sad reflections on the state 
of Non-League football, the outcome of such moves may be most 
beneficial. 


Let us take a look at the current situation of thë club of 
which I am a Director, Wealdstone. In the 1984/85 senson we 
became the only club to win the "Double" of F.A. Trophy and 
Gola League fuos GM Vauxhall Conference). Despite this 
unparalleled success, our net profit for the year vas under 
E7000. It was not however the achievements on the pitch that 
led to this small profit situation, but the receipt of £55,500 
from Coventry City upon the transfer of our ex full- back 
Stuart Pearce to Nottingham Forest, due to a clausae in the 
contract which gave us the right to a percentage of any profit 
obtained upon a subsequent on-sale. Thus it vas only Brian 
Clough's purchase of the now Forest Captain and England 
International that eradicated our cCustoesry annual loss of 
anything between £40,000 and £80,000, Is it any wonder then 
that drastic measures must be considered Eo pût a club on a 
firm financial footing? 





It is sad that even a side of the ability of our Double side 
could not attract regular four figure crowds. Geographically ve 
suffered from proximity to Watford, then in the Firat Division, 
not to sention being within easy access of all the major London 
cluba by underground or car. Although the Harrow area and its 
catchment area holds a sizeable population in terms of 
potential support, London's rival attractions, sporting and 
othervise, result in little local fervour for Lover Mead beyond 
the devoted hard core. Pride in one's town side sasounted to a 
banner at the Post Office to send Wealdstone on their way to 
Wembley! 





Wealdstone's sole asset is the Freehold of its ground. Being on 
the edge of Harrow town centre, a shopping destination of 
groving sppesl, the only way to clear mounting debts is te cash 
in on the host of eulti-nationsls waiting to pounce on such a 
potentially lucrative site. Relocation in our case would, 
dependant upon finding an alternative site in the Borough at 
the right price, provide sufficient profit со allow investment 
income in future years to cover the onerous wage bill and 
running costs desanded to saintain a Non-League club in the top 
echelons of the Non-League Pyramid. 






Of course to the Lower Mesd terrace faithfuls, relocation is 
tantamount to  sacrilege. History and memories become 
intermingled in the feel of a stadium over the vears, and a nev 
concrete  cónstruction cannot replace such ап atmosphere 
overnight. Nevertheless, one has to look at matters sensibly 
and practically. No matter how wealthy a Chairsan one has, а 


club cannot continue to run at annual losses of the size seen 
at Wealdstone. Football clubs lose money because their: 
facilities are Limited, they provide inadequate entertainment 
and comfort to attract the "floating" fan, and football is the 
only outlet for a stadium which remainn empty and useless other 
than on match days. 


Our plans st Wealdsrone of necessity will revolve around 74 
complex that can generate income every day of the week. With 
sports and catering facilities that the general public can 
enjoy daily, the club will uo longer have to rely on money 
taken at the turnstiles once a week and erratic bar takings. It 
is an exciting concept to contrive from scratch в печ football 
arena devised to provide soccer in the most pleasing 
environment. With new stadia springing ор around the country, 
there are plenty of exaaples to follow and mistakes to learn 
from. One thing is. sure: unless. football is packaged in 
surroundings that attract the average man in the street and, of 
major importance, his family, rather than continuing to ignore 
their needs and their relevance to a club's prosperity, then 
thera will be several more volumes of "Defunct FC" and too many 
happy property developers for anyone's Liking. 
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Northwich Vies! Peter Sayer shoots wide in his TTE 347 
1-0 FÀ Cup victory at Eastwood (Hanley). LEO HONIG. 


10 FAVOUR 


om S п 


This month: GEOFF AUSTIN OF HARLESDEN. 


VISITED IN NON-LEAGI 





Кеси уйна "It Tanoaatte KXoa-Leugue gaounda" waticfies coming ёп. just wagte- o ws 
et the waned engazine addacas, hia month, Ak da Phe Cuan ef Geoff 4uatin öf 
Huefesden, FoulA London, whe feffs ua atouf Ada choices; amd why he acfected LAR. 
1. CARSHALTON ATHLETIC + My Firet-ever wisli to a non-league: ground. Planty of 
goslo, even though thm Arsenal team comprised little-known reserve and youth teas 
players fer thim friendly an 7.4.65, won by Gunners 9-1. 1Є& тие se went. to go 
back, which I did another eight times that season - & disastrous one for Carshal- 
ton, whe continued throughout the suason in the way they began - pretty Ineptly. 
and they endod up being ralegated from the Preuier Division ef the Athenian Leagoe, 
I have m great fondness fer this ground, and try to go back once a season 1I I can, 
2. DULWICH HAMLET = The Dulwich ground, which Casuals ware sharing at that tias, 
has Taseinated ae alaco these first two visite in November 1965 for the Cor-Cas v. 
Watford FA Cup tet Round tie with Watford [1-5] «nd v. Branthan Athletic (3-0) im 
the £th Qual. Round of Lhe FA Amateur Cup. The echoca of past glories area воше- 
how captured in this large, yet eo often alanat eapty groond. One of my school 
mastors, Dick Joyce. wap playing for Casual at that time, so far that first 
match, among 10,000-odd crowd werg lots of mchooimataes chesring him on, (nut that 
(t did a lot of good!). There was a terrific atecephere that day. but a fortnight 
later I went alone to an almost daserted ground to see Casuals take on Little 
Brantham of the Esmex k Suffolk Border League. Soch A eontragt, as I think that 
day, Lhe gate consisted of myself, a san and his proverbial dog lost on the 
LeTraces. 

3. LIMFEFIZLD BLUES : (You, o really unususi onet). This vas v. Harley in tha 
Surrey intersediate ears „ Southern Section on 27.4:68, which Horley won 2-1. 

By now I suppose I could consider myself a true e NDE even 1f tha nare 
hadn't been coined yet, as I'd made trips to quite A few Southern, Isthmian, Ath- 
salan, Spartan anā Sorrey Senior League clubs. The name Liepsfield Blues had 
long intrigued se. Did ‘they play tn biue (yes). ani why season after suason did 
they always agen to be st the Foot of the Surrey Intermediates LeaeveT Always ans 
for mupperting the underdog, I sought out their puo ane Field, High Road, 
which wae at the back of ihe Church Hall in the High treet. — Limpsfield had 
won the prettiest village in Surrey competition eeveral tines, and I domcovered 
that. the village team had ûn attractively situated ground at the foot of the 

Worth Downs, vith a clubhouse, but no coverod apectator factiltios. Linpefield 
eventually dropped oot of the Surrey Intermediate Longue, and 1 think they now 
play in the Reins 11 а District League. 

4. DORKING : Some twenty ailea further wert or the foot of the Downs [rom — 
Linpsfield is the town of Dorking, and their Meadowbank, Mill Lana ground is also 
attractively aituated. I've Баеп to the ground severa] Limep over the years, 
elways enjoyed my visits, asd hava seen the club in several guises. ee for & few 
aansons in the mid-sevanlies they were 'taken over! by not-zó-nüsar neighbours 
Guildford, and played as Guildford & Dorking United in the Southern League. 

It is not generally known that when the hybrid elub folded midway through the 
1975-77 season, the new Dorking Town club were iseediately formed and book over 
the outstanding Suburban League fixtures of ihe old Guisdford k Dorking United 
Reserve El for the remainder of that sasaan with conelderabie success. 


©, WYCOMBE WANDERERS : A visit to the second-most notorious slope ta nop- iesg 
football was nado for the visit of Crystal Palace in m friendly on 13.11.78 which 
Palace won 2-0. Mind you, with Wycombe soon to sove across town to & now ground 
i wouid advise all groundhoppers who haven | yet sean a game here to get along 
quickly. I found it most DeC jast watching = It nust be realiy difficult 
for visiting players to adjust their game to the slope. Another ground with 
great character. 


6. FISHER ATHLETIC : I really think thie ground at Salter Read deserves a place 
in wy top tan. had previously seen Fisher play & Spartan League match at thelr 


Mitcham ground, bet I went te Surrey Docka Stadium on 20.9.8) for their douthern 

League Cop 2nd Round tie with Canterbury City. who Fisher кары 4-1. The old 

ground was в posui run-down place if ever there was one, so all credit to Fisher 

for thelr achilavaments nt this oxoellent modern stadium that suddenly appeared 

among the ruins of Docklands. Each subsequent vieit has eeon the whole area 

becom sore attractive, ao the radevelopmant of Docklands continues, and T as 
1g € forward to futurs visits to Fisher Athletin. 
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of Engiand! Weil, this one ар s in my top ten, becaumne my visit to Carters 
Fark ended off a renlly memorable day. Firstly, tt was the third lee of my 
first-saver three gases їп а day excurzion. The morning had seen me luckily 
beating the seon-to-be-announced ban on visitors to Esnilworth Road, where Lisbon 
beat Arsenal 3-1, followed by an exciting afternoon at Rockingham load, Kettering 
where visitors Wanldstone clinched the üola League championship wilh m late goal. 
Although I wouldn't consider myself a Wealdstone 'fan', they are n local elub. 
so thore had to be в few baera to celebrate. While deing thie I c anzad xi my 
MUN. for the firat time that day, and suddenly noticed that Holbesch had an 
evening kick-off. A quick check of my wstch and the map meant it was just nbnut 
‘on’ to gat there in tise, go weiss ву pint quickly I aset off, and just mado it 
as the match kicked off. Тһе game ilself van a rather dour relegation struggle 
againat St. Neots Town in the U.C.L Prosier Division (4.5.85) which the visitors 
won 1-0, but the friandliness cf sons of the Holbeach supporters l1 gos talking 

to вайа ny evening. They e@ened amazed that somecne nheuld be 'mad' enough te 
drive all the way from London, just ta see a matoh æt their ground. Their hesp- 
itality vas much appreciated, ovren though I had to refuse most of the drinks that 
were offered se, an I'd alrendy had a few, and had also Lo consider my impending 
long drive hose. 


y SULBEACB Veit eh А 









B. WINGATE : Scanning the non-league fixtures оп 25.1.86 in the mnrning papers. 1 
opter visit Wingate for the match v. 8t. Margsretsbury- Unfortunately the 


did nat indicate that the kick-off was 2.00pm арӣ tot 3.00pa. Aisa (my CAT 
Deine off the road), I hadn't bargained for an hour's wait for a 107 bust I 
arrived at about 3.40 to soo the players leaving the field. I thought at least 

I would sse the socond half, so imagine my chagrin on learning that the match had 
just ended. However. luck was with me that day. as it transpire4 that the 
reserves had a match iemedintely following. hence the early tst XI kick-off. 

À very entertaining gon it was tno ngainst Hemel Henpatead Rovers Raserves (4-1) 
im the Herts Senior County League ~ Reserve Div.3, but the visit van sost fenor- 
able for the hospitality shown by Wingate'sa Sooretary Bill Orkin. During the 
natch, he walked round seemingly talking te all the apectatore = in partioniar 
thoes he didn'i know. Eventusliy ho picked nu - and a fellow groundhopper - out. 


inaleting on buying us capa of tea in the Ciubhouse at half-time, recovered for 
us & couples of the match progrssaes [гош the lat XT players who had changed and 
were just leaving, and when he learned of eur difficulty im reaching the ground. 
arrangod for another club official to give ua a lift to the comparative civili- 
sation of Golders Green Underground station.after the match. at that for 
friendlinesz and hospitality to groundhopping visitors! 

9. WIMBORNE TOWN : This is n nice rural ground at Cuthbury, Covgrove Road In 
Wisborns Minster, Dorset, but to be honest I didn't see ít at iis best, aa it 
poured with rain throughoul this entertaining FA Cup tie with Clandown on 13.9.85 
which ended in a 2-2 draw. Мевогаһів іс me though - ad it was longest after- 
match stay - although thin was pot a decision that I had any choice over. Having 
positioned syself unter sy uebrella at various points of the ground üuring ihe — 
first half. and found that mvsm the üovéred torracing roof wae leaking, I decided 
ts view the second-half fron ту car, which l1 had parked jlemediately behind pne 

of the goals. However, windscreen wipere going at full apeed. not to mention 

a Redio 2 eoccer commentary tends to drain а са tery, When the match wan 
отаг, you've guessed it - the ear wouldn't start. So I sade for the Clubhours, 
to make n phone cali to the A.A. Tt wer = two-hour wait until the A.A. man 
arrived, bot it was giving ms time Lo become quite friendly vith some of the 
Wisborne eupporters over m pint or twol 


10. EAST HAM UNITED : Well, why not finish off with a ground I've.actuslly nlays4 
onl Actually. it's the second non-league ground I've appeared on. This was, of 
tourse, the Groundhoppers Clad convention on 22.8.87, and was & most enjoy&bie 

day out, East Ham Youth XI w. The Groundboppera ЇЇ 6-1) wae followed by the 

East Ham United v. Brentwood gase in the Essex Senior League (0-2). Well done 
Steve Pettit for the Ar olini oe and alao Кан Ham Secretary Reuben Gane for 
ensuring sach hospitality. The Esot Has ground may not be the bast in non-league 
football, bui 1i does have a quaint charm cf its own. Ая for tho rainstorm that 
sarrod the main match, it made the weather I'd encountered at Winmborne seem pretty 
tama, The water was even pouring through the East Ham Clubhouse roof, but thank 
goodnemnm it didn't stop the beer flowing 

















—o | 
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covi MONTE | 
This month, our photo is of the stand at Glocestershire Northern Senior League 
club BERKELEY TOWN F.C. Our thanks to Leo Hoenig for supplying the photo. 
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by RJ 





Prior to the aussor of 1984, my groündhopping had been eonfinsd to England, in 
mainly the sBoulh-east. This ia not io say that I only like English football, 
quite the opponite in fact, às I am à fan ef all Britioh and continental football. 
[I justi haven't had the money or tiss ta zo of f to Holland «every weakend. 
How wae ay chance at a taste of live European football which 1 had previously 

nly Feed about. It was a fasily holiday and 1 wasn't sure of the season opan- 
ing date oo | hadn't made any football arrangements. Î would Бате to rely on ay 
French afd teurlet zsenires. 
My two weeka wae an gbsolute fiasco in respect to football, a senely one фали 

in two weeka! There vere в number of rsasona why I oniy managed cone game, 
which would bore you all to death If I attempted to Liet them all. Anyway, thie 
in an aeoount of the one game that Î did get to, which wae «a fallure in itself, 

[ had ihe Beptenber issue of GROUNDNOPPER AAGAZING with se bub all the gases 


listad Jn France were out of the question for ones reawon or anothor. y лшн 
was iu Alx-an-Prevenco vhera I vas sinying. The tourlet contre was no help so 


I had to go to the ground to find ow! whot wae on, or off as the case may һа, 
The ground had the usual running track around the piteh and a fence surrounding 
thes гаси. Thare wAB & BARAI YS fiend on one side anil nothing on tis others. 





There were no posters no | decided to go inside. After having tackled o danger-~ 
sus looking fenee to enter the ground, І вам an open gate about five yards away. 
The pitch waa being rzprayed hy homes, bct still there vera no people. 

took photos of the stand to satisfy ву seeds and waa then approached by a huge 
French BAN: But IT needed no aexplanatien for sy presence and wan told the ties 
and date of the next match. 
І turned up about half an hour early to get a good position. I had cash at the 
ready hut I just walked in as no-one wus et the po Had f got the correct 
day? There wae one man at the foot of the stand. Although he understood my 
queation I couldn't make out the anewor. He head about three goes at HN 
hut 1% was ыпацосевегої во Î Pun. said ‘yea’ and ant down. Ву 7. 10pe there wers 
about aoven people and by kick-off at 7.30pe (odd for France) about 200 had 
turned up. At present the facilliiss consisted of nesting and m nan rbi 
boèr from a box, At least tha gama was better than the effort put in te help 
the apoctetora. 
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NON-LEA GUE оте отисне т 
BOOKSHELF Jet 
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The eighth ейі гоа of the excellent ÀA HEVIEE OF NON-LEAGHUE FOOTHALL I HERTS 
IMAR is now gut, al the ridiculously low price af jast £1.50 fer 249+ pages, 
ani again, wiltor Darek Fleldaend han done а magnificent Job. This year, the 
book has a betler ook to ji, praoparly bound instead cf heavy staples, міо x 
vary neat card corer ег white card, contalsing a blaci & white action photo, an 
printed in rad and black. There aro Also photos on the Inside front and back 
pages, ard the contents include facia, figures, league tables, сонвапіа on the 
season, елі the unique directory of cigba imn Herta, which this ysar inmrludana 
avon Watford FC, Hot only does 1ї prs аара lor each club ва to how to get 
io the ground, it contains ail the information you sould possibly want to know 
if travelling te any of them, so 1i is ideal for grounmndhboprera. Apart from th 
цацаї imformation such 25 prograsse dotails. telephone nuzbers, addresses, clut 
house detalls, etc, it aven teils you whether the club opermaiaos a raffle on est 
dnya? It contains some fescinating factas, and Its great strength is the met: 
ulous attention të detil throughout. There te very Little advertising in it. 
which 1s agasing cosaldering the low price. Even if you are resotely interest 
in Herta football, pou will still Find thie an exesilest source of reference 
bocauge it ta easy to read and well presented. One can only admire Derek for t 
amount of thee and effort he has put into this production. which im CAR. 
in popularity and mrestige as each season goes by. If you would like a copy . 
the book (and who wouldn'tT), Jest send £1.50 * 50р pho to: Derek Fieldaand, 

i? Rodmeyr Crescent. Beddesden, Herts. EN!!! ЧУЧЕШ. Belliere =e, you will noti be 
disappointed, 





Since ita launch s year or zo айо, PROGRAMME SCENE has gone fron strength to 
strength, and for £1. you get 60 pages of save, reviews, competitions, feature 
and articles on programmes, main!y from foothall but with the eccasienal dip 
|lnto progrannus fros other soporte. When it first came cut, IE Тескей like à 
poor imitation of the well-estatlishel 'Prograzsmse Monthly’ and didsa't lool to 
have much of a future having te compete wit such a auccesaful magazine, bot 1 
has improved beyond all dogbt sinca those early days, and although still not 
a perfect leyout, the contest ia very goos now, with intaramting erticlos fros 
its readers. It doean't have the clesaifled section that PH has, with onl у on 
oF two pager here and thore available to readers, bot there іа шога eaphaalies 
ihe чпшёша] programmes froo tose and abroad. The ERU EUM sadly 1a the 
cover, because the review issus we looked at for October 1988 had «a pink phot« 
copied paper cover, with the title of thes zagazins scomeukat obacured, anid if t 
tried в full card cover, or eret a glossy cus, With maybe a better design and 
the use of colour, I аш sure ft vouid be zore eye-castching than the present 
design. | 
There ere articles om tha Scottish and Irish programsse scene, fasts, 'Progrss! 
People' with q look at a different dealer each month, reproductions of covers 
and auth sore in every isnmus. For a copy, send IT * 25p php tor- Programme 
Scame, Shaun Brown. 67 Newark Road, North Bykekam, Linccln, LNG ERA. 
It also lists forthcoming fair datas, but the copy we reviwed did act have to 
auch on the son-lesgee prograsse scene, mithough there was & GM Vauxhall Conf 
2 ence FPrograsne of the Year Award feature. But it ia atill good value at fl., 
and I ав sure prograsse collectora will emjay reading "'"Programaa Scenes’. 


CLUB SHOP 


| REVIEW sus mont: 
EVESHAM UTD 


Thore iroa new club shop open thíu somscn at ‘EVESHAM UNITED, The shop; whieh 
vas givan m brief mention in our speciali "Clubp Fille" featuro on Ereohng Utd. in 
asus- Norti of -GHMM, i4 &à welenss bonus for spoctators aL GoHHon Eosd, ай tha 
Hidland Combingtion tenet noted for having Club bhops at.grounds in| this Isagus. 
Bimen Price, the ruhm the shop, im deilng an excellent joh in building up the 
stock at the chop. àni now has a varied seleaLion of both: Football Langue ond 
non-league progranm on gales. Tha-non-leapua prograsmes nre in the sain from 
other ciubs in the Midland Cosbinantion or from clubs in the Worcestershire ares, 
although there are plonty from other leagues oh pale as well. 

Almo available at the ehop-are other Evreshas United progrannmes-from previourc 
zaspana ad Voll am current season back issoeün, plus Eveaham United souvonitra much 
ia sweaters, tes-shicte -ond-sweateshirts, club badges mra nlno-on calo; ar wali as. 
lottery tickets and other sourenirmn. 

The programmes are neatly laid ouit.on shelves. Lhnhind the shop staff, ad: woll-as 
on the rountor, and the Staff are very friendly. and belpful. . | | 
Programna üxchanges with other clubs are niuvays8 welcoze. &nd this also helpa to 
keep a varied meiection of programas avalluhle, mo 1f yoo- nake- a vihnli ta Camsmarn 
Road, sako cure you tikes & selection of prepgr&mmas along if you would like te 
‘dos “suap!' wlth Simen-in thes шпор, 








The shop is esey to find, because 1t Ts alenst the first thing you will':s#e8 when 
coming through the хвіл entrance at-the*eround, It ts at. the-end of the block 

of grey bülldings bahihd the goed Jtst-as you none Into the: ground: (aed photo). 

and- although it is not of the walk-in variety, there is plenty of display ares to 
browse through the programsses availahie. 

Bo far thin season, thy shop has proved a groat guceoso with the apectatora at 
Common Road, and is algo a pleasant surprise for visitors Lo ths ground, espec- 
tally fron those of the opposition who mayba ‘are not used Lo seeing Club Shops on 
their travels around ths Midland Combination etreuit. 7 

And with EVA ahaa being in such à dalighifui part of the country. groundhoppers 

are reaguiar visiters to Cosson Hond. 

Sigon aloo writes for the prograsec, regularly penning « ‘Junior Pege! for the 
younger suünportera& agp wdll as running the shop, so if you have yet to vlsit the 
Common Road ground, Evonhsm, you пго advised to get in quickly becauso there 1a 
every chance that Evesham Uniíed will be goving te a nev ground in due. ceures. | 
hund in such a lovely part of tha souniry, with smarhing pubs, very pood programma 25 
апа ¢lub chop thrown in, whet- sore сочій a groundhopper: ask-for?- | 


НЕХТ MONTH'S FEATURED COLUB SHOP hEVIEM : ALTRINCHAM Р.С. (0.M. VAUXHALL CONFERENCE] 
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Dear GROUNDMOPPER MAGAZINE, | =f 

The article by Richard Crabtree in the October 1988 issue of OM was of parties 

interest teo me. I wrote s letter teo the GH Club Journal about an orgeniaed min 

bua trip to the continent, Allowing that we all have different preferences ut 

it comes to watehing football, I was etill disappointed with the renponse. 

Trevor Miles of Reading was the only person to contact me. — 

I shall be interested to knov how many people have expressed an interest to poi 

fhould the idea ever take off I should certainly be very keen to travel with yt 

I will be getting in teach with Trevor to get hia opinion. | 

If tha responsa is favourable and a trip iv organised, the sooner T could be 

sdvieed the better, ae T work a continental style tine-eff pattern, and E couli 

thea arrange some tise off. | 

WICHMAEL COTNE, 100 HUBENT ROAD, SELLT OAE, BIRBMINGIAM, В29 OEE. 

Thanka fos реша fetes, Ü" ichuaf, Ше hase һай can Фа бше peconpíma a&rshedA4Rg on 

infaüaaad in duch а vaninac, amd wa wifi ќи conaidaning a pasgaumme nf £aAápma, 

hope£fuffy including contímantaf cass, fex ГЕЛЕ. Ша qeu widi sar face the spec: 

eancuncement @y Staewa Podtid efaeatece in Éhíés menih"à алиа GAN wall Ce intis 

cee the masing catdaed’y of the GY Chet im due ccousae, und ae Ape mzAy detit 

ideas fined up {ел neat degacn, “¢ Acer ntodeng £444 mugarána des dalait s. |d) 

Dear GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE, T | 

I am writing to you af an average reader of dioe magazines, with a few observat- 

lons оа coo publication. I have no personal axe to grind, and listed below a: 

my cun thoughts on November 1980'e tease. | 

Groundhopper Viewpoint 1: Topical but will anybody bother to write ini 

Walsh Mabbit т ОЕ, for the three Welsh groewrdboppersa! 

Thames Valley Round-up : If you want to reed about Abingdon Town or Utd it's Са 
but why Scunthorpe Uta? How leng have they played in Berks or Bucket 

Tony Middleton's Column : I can y I| khe "old literary jJuiícsea" hes stop; 
Who wante to read aboot HIS holidays? 

Club File : Good. | | | 

Chris Ashbridge Writes : I filek straight = this. dulll When is he до! 
om a tour of Siberia? (For geod hopafuliy!. 

League Directory 1 Waate of opace. 

Leo's Lines t Nery gooi. 

My Ten Favourite Grounds 1 Normally very good (was Novrember'a aupposed t5 be fi 

Spot the Groumd : OK. | ! | 

Rules of the Gase « Why bother to print thie Leo Hoenig article on a subject М 

has already been discussed dosena of tiesa? Surely it ig each to his own. W 

sa Leo Hoenig to issue guldelinsa? 

Roppe Part t ARTY ТҮР ПМ EOE Vech-ata Meg За тонова issues, QUK. 

rte | 

Club Shop Meview : In principal a good idea but the Chellenham piece was just 
re-hash from an earlier issue. 

Badger's Set i interesting. if neteused to further the authore business intera 

Nowport (IOW) article : Very good And informative. | 

Greundhopper News 1 Good, although Î hepo we don't have to read about Hednesfa 

Club Shop on a monthly basis. 

Mjáland Diary т Although I asm Southern-basad T Pind the articles very interes! 

Programme Scene : Cood. 

Non-League Bookshelf : ОК. | | 

Having consulted a few of my mates who are &lso non-league fans, and also rea! 

GROJNDHOPPER MAGAZINE, they alec agree with the vicws expressed above. You 
continually saying it's your magazine - wsll nov you've bad our opinions 

THE AUGUST THE zd CLUB (AL. teg SLOUGH AWATDATER'S),  7O AFPLETREX AVENUE, 

TIFWSLEY, WEST ORATTON, MIDULESEI. —— 
Thai's weed | fika £c sca = sabiafied cualeonaaa] — I'm gud you fide Cha anpas 
ae much,  Übpcuafg we cae павел evet going fo pleats aif the poopie off of t 
dime, dul we day бо daing a paria aad Éafuncad mixbusa nf newa, infosmatina 

ghettos te cock issie: (ed). 
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Hoar GROUNDHDPPER MAGAZINE, | ; 
T feel that ORM would benefit from fresh writers. The mnyawine dosa soam n little 


'ataleo! nf late. This рата of you or any of Ahe writers, bat pooplas such 
as Steve Pottit (very good, Hn three articles a month, ib gets oa little 
tedious. A^ I say, it ia no fault of the writers, 1t 14 juat that atylam of 
EIER ES LPS the fame, and I fesl that your readers could do vith a ohange. 
RICHARD BOGOTA. 18 GARWETTS, TAKELEY, BISHOTS STORTFORD, HERTS, DCM22 BRJ.. 

4nd a meaty thedstead do you Eoo; Richard:  ThunAa fox youa honest udeuno4nl o^ 


Aw magarias. Ad you wae atf sitk of ua зёлвазіпу fhe point that ihis fa vous 


mugurina, aff Í wilf agg 44 Lhat ме waudd вра people in conlabufe fo ihesa mug a 
fof unfoalnnuiefy, seal nseopfa cannot fe fotiheaed Lo pil рид о papan, nii рга 
to juat isod offen people’ à wacews, und. that" ‘hy wet Augus d fagm of 'aegufaa" 

шя каз» бийби the пел опей ѓо kompfüin uauaffy ane Chote who. do nothing lout 
ii ty contaiduting in à posiliva ways — T huE 4a always Che pxblfem a mogarána 
editos Aus Whea Éadngény Out п sulficatann = ang Јам not in fhe башыл dit аца = 
Paise ШЕ meat of wou fot cut these can't fe €dothened to send in yous tod des 
ef gaéundhopnhang dupentuans, feltinsa, phoblos, mera, oq didged angtAdag Chut may 
Le of 4nlaanil Zo olheA лланела, To meat thopla, di'a juat Loo much affbsát, aad 
(Agee фа bary fiftfe we cin do tert it | ! 

fear GROUNDHOPPER MAGAZINE; | | | 

Following the letter by J Taylor of Osterley їп lassus 13 of OHA, I would like to 
add some opinions of wing to the subject of clubs vho TAL to ianus тые 
vhen one would have reasonably expected than to do so, — in thia parttaular онве, 
Jin Taylor said that he failed to obtain prügrammes AU widveok watches ml lavant 
and Hailsham. I don't know if he realiasaes this, but programme issuing im aompul- 
sory in these leagues (Waonnex nnd Sussex County reepeotively). 

In ay EA eee carent to date, L have, on only one occasion evar, wist ted 
a club who broke: the compulsory programas rule. This aceurred on my vielt .to 
Sussex County League mida Hauhavas FC for a midweek matoh in August 1985. No 
programme unn insued for thie mateh, although programpen left over from the prev- 
lous Saturday's hose matoh were to bs found in the payhax, The fact that the 
matoh wan лу » couple nf days miter the Auguet Bank Holiday say well have һал 
someihing to do with their failure to isaue, but at leagt a single shonk could 
enslly have haen printed, | 

| was no annoyed by Hewhaven'a blatant disregard for the riiea that on my return 
home I penned a letter bo- tha Chairman of the Sussex County League. Hopefully 
something vas done about Li when he received my letter (1 didn") gol a reply, but 
than again, I didn't enclose 4 3.8.5, mo l couldn't really complain). 
The point TI uish to make da that © would like АТ. ЕГО АКЫРЕТ to urita to tha 
officinis of leagues whera issuing isa compulsory but the club they have Visited 
has broken the rules. 1 am not trying to intinidate or harráss cluba., In faot 

I do appreciate that soma clühs do have difficulty in Imsulng progranmad [rom 

time to time, but tt is inpriant to remaembar thal бсонпореррега ara, interestingly 
опе hı the only people who ure capable of enforcing ihm 'comppulaory programme! 
гий 

| must atrans that I am no trying Lo be toa hard on Пеыһячеп FC. Programmen 
apert, If i8 àm Interesting ground to visiL. On sy return there, I hod tha 
unique experience of being able [by standing in the right part of the ground} to 
simultanaounly see the katoh kick off ond the 6.30pm Wewhaven-Dieppe ferry leave 
the nearby harbour! Can anyone heat this? — | 

CHRISTOPHER ASHBRIDOE, 64 NURSERY ROAD, BOUTHOGATE, LONDON, Mii 508, 

TÁonka faa tnt fallen: CAndh,  3Paogaamwe ddanáng dà a вана оа аиб рас mità a 
lol ef gnoumd/oppata, Gnd muny qe extaenely üpael whan u paogAüdmme 4a nnl uctund- 
fy dosued whan if dhowld Aala beens l.antécufuady fon midueek mulchea, diene can 
piolfaema: faom time to Lime, Ao 4E dà udunyà пага Chat a quich phone caf! (à (^e 
Ciud Secaadery on (he duy paioa ба the maith da mode fo gel aaausuncasa Phal hene 
wifi Фе u jtágrsamme ааай ѓа wien pou get Lheas, TEA]. 





THE EASTERN SCENE (CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 





aid thoro noona little to prevent thelr success T continuing. 

For groundhopperm unfamiliar with the area, Wroxhas is a lovely town on the 
Horfolk Broads with boat eee and cosy püba an added attraation for the visitar. 
Programmes are íssusd for all hore matches, Ground dolulie: Trafford Park, 
Skinners Lane, Wroxham, Norfolk. Tel: 0505) 35158. Woada £p Juha Gif£énghum. 
Programme Haws : Suffolk & Ipswich League side LEISTON TOWN are issuing om a 
regular başi this season. Editor Petron Marakis is à former Gresk Firat 
Division gonlkeoper and he countera eriticinm of his spelling by offering n fres 
pissa wo i ah "potting n mistake - ШИШ! they can aneli the мога in Oreek? 
Copies of tha programme from Woger Sailh (Sec], 67 Kinga Mond, Leiston, Suffolk, 
Iê ADA. — Another side newly issuing aro Ennnx 4 Suffolk League side IATFIRLD 27 

















Ча1 сова once адада to BADGERS SET where, having 


completed our look sat the Vauxhall-Opel League 
last month, I shall sow вота on to the Sadges of 
the Heater Homes (Southern! League South Division. 


At Walied Maadow, Andover at present сап onl? 
offer a plastic badge Іа red, black and green 
featuring the lion of their nickname in front of a 
central tree, I show a former enamel Supporters 
Club issue to a similar desliga. Despite having èr- 
Wealdstone Double-winning Captain, Fecal BSowgett, 
as their Manager, mv enthusiass for badges has not 
ret rebted off an Baldork Town. Sone oc offer at 
Norton Road. Опе of my issues howevar can be found 
at Ford Meadow where Egchiagham Town bave a smart 
circular badge Featuring their Robin motif. 


WBurnham FC have no badges on sale ast Wymers Wood 
Road, nor have I been able to encourage a reply on 
the subject. Bury Town by wav of contrast heave an 


excellent Supporters Ciub gilt badge which I show 





alongside. An unusual shape which sakes the badge 
distinctive. At FKingsmead Stadiums, Canterbury City 
can supply «a classy green enase! badge depicting 
their crest: one of the best badges in the Kent 
area. 


There is a& brand new enamel badge at New Writtle 
Street where I wae delighted to assist Chelmeford 
City’s Supporters Club with production require- 
ments, The Essex club held a coeperítioón to came 


up with a suitable design in their match-day 


posco and the badge mum wee the outcome. No 
adges yat at Coriathian's Cay Meadow ground, nor 
at Cressey Park where [ balieve stocks of the 
badga depictad, their last issue, have [long since 
expired. Nevertheless, the club state in the new 
Non-League Directory that they do have badges 
agsin, so I am trying to obtain clarification. In 
the Directery, Erith & Balvedera alas are listed 
аз having badges though I have seen no enanel 
issue other than tha old Supporters Club issue of 
years gone by shown, Has anyone seen badges at 
Park View recently? 


Folkestone Town are another club to stock plastic 
badges, expensive oncss at that. À smart crest that 
would look so much better in enamel. An old Issue 
is shown instead, Gravesend L Worthfleet stock а 
circular badge in ced & white with acroll beneath. 
Mot always easy getting s prompt ceply from The 


Fleet's Shop crew by post, bot ussaliy worth the 
wait, The Club Shop at Hastings Town contacted me 
in Januarr about having more badges made as their 
stocks of the badge shown ran out some time ago. I 
believe they are trying to re-satock. I recently 
produced a badge for Eounslow's Supporters Club, 
but I have shown their Football Club's badge which 
is slso a good seller at Denbigh toad. 


Poole Towa sell a very smart enamel badge at 
Wisborne Road. Expensive, but a distiactive and a 
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bright badge featuring the dolphin in their 
nickname, With crowds the size af those seen at 
Ruislip this season, I feel that even mr powers of 
persuasion could not encourage a badge production 
nt Brenkspear Noad, but perhaps if gates improve! 
Sallabury stock a síizeable enamel badge, rather 
dimtinctiva in its format and one of the mont 
popular sellera on my listm. No badges at Sheppey 
United, so I have ahown an old faaue [гоп hate 
Supporters Club, 





Thanet United brought out a new badge last year in 
the shape of a nmhield with scroll below. An 
interesting follov-up to ths axcellent circular 
badge that preceded, At Longmead Stadium their 
Kant rivals Tonbridge iante a light blues enamel 
badge which is rather urnimaáginstive in design 
bearing in mind their nickname of “The Angels”. It 
would be. Interesting coming up with a new design 
there! The last two Hentar Homes clubs both stock 
uv productions: Trowbridge: Town's ornate crest 
transcrihem well into enamel agsinat a gold 
background, wvherenm Witney Town's shield=-shaped 
badge in yellow and blue came third nationally in 
the Association of Football Badge Collectors' poll 
for badges produced in 1986. 





Thanks once again to Mike Woolnough for the ume of 
his Badge Directory  illustrationm above. Wis 
Catalogue featuring 3000 League and NWon-Laague 
badges is atili available for £7-00 plus 70р РЕР 
from 131 Chatteris Avenue, Romford, Essex, КМ? 
AJY. Mention GROUNDHOPPER when you write! My 
Latest Lista of badges for sala can be obtained by 
sanding a large SAE to 25 Tulip Court, Nursery 
toad, Pinner. Middlesex, HAS ZAP. T hope that I['11 
ate some of vou at my stall at the 12th Giant New 
Year Programme Fair at the Great Western Royal 
Hotel, Praed Street, Paddington, London W2 on 
sunday, Sth January. The Fair starts st 10.30 s.m. 
Until then, have «a prest Christmas: see you next 
month! 











FRENCH TRIP LEFT ME HOPPING MAD (from page. 23) 





[ —"m work out who was һа. роне mide bul after a gonl, onoono would change 


Lhe acoreboard, Tuanty minutes, and a goa), surprises, surprise = no-one went 
naar the scoreboard! Ву fulletime Т had worked out who wan who by he Fenponae 
Lo the goala, Alz win a hard-fought game 31-2, 


My dey wlll have to be remembered by tho ground poe ae there wap no programnaa, 
I will never forget the day, for tvo ransone, ‘iretiy, 106 was aw eonpleéts 
fallure, and the eenLre-Torward who mimánd mix open goala and had to be апга 
off when a ball hit hime in the stonnch. 

| did get to sea other grounds, and photos accompany this articole, 
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lim & Fecant holiday. to Dublin 1 msanaged to visit tha HUME of Bhzmrock A 
*ha Premier nivimpión ol the Opel Leagums of Treiand. You will zee tum word 
НОНЕ: bea in capital letters, &5 Rovers have brought = new meaning to groundhopr- 


ing. 
3 in i6 montha (Cheleea fans bewaren and 


Dülymount Park is their third home ground in 


is in fact the homm oT fohemianas F.C. 
During the 1957-89 fessor Hovers shared with Homs Yarn T.C. at Tolkas Park, after 
losing their original home ground at Milltown, due to 16a then cwnerge wishing to 
‚исен юр Sht ground, sinus the cleb. 
raheminmans ground can be Григ in PFhibabtorough, West Duhlin 7. amd is exsíly | 
-&nehed from tha town eantre by bus Wo. 22 ог ЭПА The ground itself is located | 
hahind a row of houses just off the Korth Circular Road, opposite 5t. Peters 
Hhurch. The ground holds approximately 20.25.000, &nd is terrari on Ehren 
pides with no cover except for bahini one goai, which eren then, is only half 
snyerod (see diagram]. The terraces offer a gece view from most positions, 
rising stemdily away fron the pitch. Án the top pric for the main сіва ig 
only cL, 20 May sult any hoppers io take o pew Гог а change. although the glari 
itssif needa A good rooler, ав irregular eky-lights have appeared over what 
gamma mMny yours, Major repsirs to the stand have beer completed using COFTWE- 
ated plastic sheating which shows it. in a тог dilapidated ate ts than it reslig 
іа, 't rung the entire tength of the piten with s standing enclosure in fron: 
of the 500 or do sesta. The fang are fenced in om sli four sides of спе ground, 
eith an additionel wire mesh fenca at each end which is. approximately four times 
Не яав of the gosta, Lo protect the supporters: 
During па [жапе Пшр шап *. Longford Town, which Нотага won 2-0, played in 
hesa resh fences wore well eaployed. This wind 


force windy сопа оола, 


quia 
blau the ball between 


nobus diy tuo defandera for the first goal- 
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The matenday programme of 
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Shamrock Royers Fel. 


zi 
Lie 
ж 
ro 
= 
й 
- # 





The programme, priced at SOp, consisted of 16 pages which Included d pagès 
айв. here wore only & photos in. the entire production. but did inclu go 
editorial, a brief history of Longford Toun, рі um All the Rovers fixtures for tho 
season. Overall not a bad effort, bot nlightly overpriced. 

Mast ganon are played on_« Sundsy im Ireland, with a Ж 3Ори kick-off. The many 
pubs inu the area clome between Ape and dph, but ъ ешр of tea, etc, can be ob- 
tnined Just around thë cornar from tha ground in a Macdonalda or, in what passen 
for the leoal Kentucky. Büth area OX. 

Until overa return to their ülenmalurs Park ground, the crowds vill hover around 
the 300-500 mark, nnd are im fact down a etaggering 97S since leaving Milltown. 

N wpecial action geom emlled K.R.A.M. (Keep Rovere at Milltewn), hae been met 

op to try and accomplish thie by no means easy feat, but sasm to have achleved 

n granat deai already, by replacing the previous owners with genuine supporters 

nn the Board. 

The elub mt the start of the 1987-85 gnasón vere less than |! hour or so from 
being expelled frös tha Lengue and going dut af existence, but in the end cosson 
Hanne prevailed and Rovers played at Milltown. Contrary to what we say have 
heard nr res about tovara; there ums hardly any trouble during the home canes 

nt Tolka Park with one fan arrested fof 'sooning' at X.R.A.M. aupporters who 
ware standing outeide the ground. 

For thors interfered in collecting Rovers programmes. there wan only. coe issued 
ail lant seater for bene watches. This being the swatch w. Derry. Koreally 

the supporters club would print prograzass, but for this gene the cwners needing 
the revenus decided to- Produce ene, Frint runs &rs usu&ily around 300-500 

mark for 1988-67 nianon, ap Inet year's pregrasee mignt be scarce. 

With the overall friendliness Bf the irish people well knawn, a *hep' to Dublin 
con be a refreshing break. With this in mind the following informniion may be 
of Interest to readers:- 

FOOTBALL GROURDS- їн бий 
Buhemlans : Daiymount Párk, Phimboró' Dublin 7. | 1009023, 

St. Patricks Athiette : fiichmond Park. Inchicor&, Dublin а, Tel: 753282. 
Shalbourse : Harald& “Crone Stadiua, Dublia 4, Tel: 727788. 

Hoge’ Farm : Tolks Park, fublin "7. Teal = 313031. 


0.0.0. +: Beifield Park, Siillorg&s, Dablim. Tel: 63541684, 


Thu Pras ef Ireland have their offices in thn centre of Dublin, a 
160 hard to find, at B0 Merrion Square, Dublin 2.  Tas1: T6512D. 


CHRISTOPHER ASHBRIDGE WRITES (from page 12) 
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À touple of yvearu ago L game agross an wvilLiaon o[ ihe 'Nabional GCeographic' 
Magssine, Which had a feature on Greenland. A closa lonk at one of the photo- 
Ernphs showed, qul te clearly, & full-size ahais football pitch, railed off in the 
renital, Nuuk. I expect it is pretty certain that all the grounds in Greenland 
conoint of shile pitches and poting else, send-it nust ba ranked as extremely 
inprobable thet-any prograsmeg hare ever boon produced in Oreenland. despite 

the fact that the nationsl ` teas iuis ed internstionaia against lcelsad 


lwho &etually field» sub-standard side) andthe Faeroe Islands. 
One thing that mmazos ma is how the Greenlandic cluba manage to afford travelling 
sxpennes to muy fixtures, щй mnny of the villages ond towne (Nauk ia the oniy 


real town) нга hundreds of ailes apart. 
If you wera to travel on a ahip looking for more football. grounds in. the Arctic 
you wouldn't nome aeroen enny more than Lhose nlready mentioned. Јал Mayen 
nland io uninhabited, but on cp saabergen (Svalbard) there are quite a reasonstls 
numbar of residente. I do not know whether there are say clubs or competitive 
football hers, but I da know that s apecial representative match takes place once 
& year between tesas from the respective Soviet and Rorwagian communitiex,. I 
hope iHfa artiels hasn't sade you want to turn up your central heating, but at 
least thè Faeroe Ialands, the aubject of sy next article, dose have a more noder- 
nto clinate than Greenland. If anyone has information on football in obscure 
nooks and crannies of the world, plasse do mot hesitate to send in an article to 
GUM. My address for the ligt ag mentioned abowe lai 44 Nursery Road, Southgate, 
Landen, Wid SQH. 
Dorreoti 5: There were a few errors in my column in iasue 14 of GHM. The club 







pr nis rr ín AD should read Krylbo, and the mentanca 'Lhere are no longer any 
vedlah grou 8 Christopher. Ashbridgo hasn't been to' should read 'Hamsarhby IF 
are no longer a club Christopher Haie fus hasn't baen ta' (зоо GHH No.4]. 
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3ROUN )HOPPER'S 
CLUB NEWS 


Al the al naf thie curren! eeapon I wili be gtepping down ав Secretary of 
the ÜLrmzxdhoppers Club, ar T hare arrived alt taip Ar pinn fer a variety of 
recs, acm Of which I will bere you with moe, 

To begin with, there is Uha tiss factor. My imcreases [mvolvemant at 
Padimanfar! Dawn means I have lass spare Lime on oy hands sf late, ape | misi own 
up hers aw! aay how mich I am enjoying baing imeolved with a football clut Again. 
Nat that l'e aboot ta giva up 'araundhcouping', mind pou. I am atill able to gat 
to пае greurmí*a оп a regular baais, am count mwyself lechy te have ivo sources of 
pleaare ia foctball. 

Amather deciding factor, ant posaibiy the most relevam( obe, im that by the 
amî of the sasson I will have Leen running tbe Groo&oppers Club for two and a 
half pears. By than, I think the time will be Fight for sessbody lès to atep in 
агай intredece pone new ideas of their om. Злате Liag ami Ben Jones have of fered 
to take over the organising of comeventlona from perti season - an affer which 
Pleases m a grwat daal, às [ think tha two cof them will do a good job in this 
rwn t. With Grounthoppar Magasine now in t'e second rear and going well, ther 
hawe sastabllahed sany new cantects, afd wili moe doubt intredece a few innovations 
oc their ew inte the format of future comverntimams. Ome thing Î will cantinwse te 
organise іа the minibos trips, ай they are oot particolari? tise consuming. 

The Groumfhoppers Club ia now quite well established, am! Stern ani Hon are 
both tery keen to ensure {i'a future growth. Ther feel the club would be wel! 
served by the introduction of a committees, “hick seems like а good idee to me, 
and with this in mind we will probably utilis èur fieal comvention of the season 
ta held eer first 'à.G.M.', whan, hopefully, eneegk people will come forward for a 
full committee to be formed. Ütsva and Hon will alse use thie event te cutiine 
their plane for 1989-90 amd beyond, and also to explain the progression of the 
financial aepecta af their met-up. Further éetails sf all this will follow im due 
course, but inm the meantime I would like to join Steve by welcoming YOUR wiswm on 
tha abora idea, ami possibly a few suggasticemms fer tha foture..... 


Pete Lomas, the "Executive General Degsbody" at Cannock Chase Football Club, 
has bees im touch again regarding staging a convertion at his club later on im the 
eaten. We are mow looking at а Saturday im March, wem Ladlow Town will be the 
visitors for a Ranke's frewery League match = dala жїЇЇЇ te be confirmed. А special 
prepre (ргељаъіу Ы pages) willi be ispust, ant once again Groumdhappers United 
will be in action, and there will also be cer cCostosary quiz, Watch this space fer 
further i i aT TT 


Ld XE ju ben Rack bat toch ИЙЕ ы Өр E TE 
April comrention, but hope to do so shortly. Would anybody Living in the Hidlands 
whe would be interested in travelling there by sinibes please let ze know? Ve already 
have шіл mam, but tha more tha merrier! A full balsa wyala bring the coet of the 
trip dew: te around £2 - [10 per person, which compares well to other moda of trana- 
port. (wr TELEPHONE НИСА I3 05139 зоо). 


Accrimgtom Staaley'm Ruth Chadwick has sent se a list of the club's souvenir, 
which ram all be obtained direct from Buik'a home aÜreas. These include! Scarves 
(£4.25). Ties (£5.90). Pennanta (£j.00)]. Badges (£:.)90). Eay Fobs (£1.00). snd 
Programmes {Ыр}. Postage extra on all oréers.  Futh'a address i6:- 21D, Avenue 
Parade, A-ccrimgten, Lancamhire, H^ GOS. 


Tha tentaclea of the Groundhoppers Club sapra sever wider..... I recently had a 
telephame call from Karl-Heinz Stein, who resides io Gereeny ond geta to many matches 
over bere in England. Karl-Heims ia now our first German member as a result of that 
call, ami toine Patric Rimmar from france os ane of eur overseas representatives. 


Nov on te the Tea far of the Tear Аты, ami tes more mominatisns from Andy 
Molden, His fürst is» the tea bar at Harefield United, where alongside the standard 
fare of bet drinks, ples, burgers, ef¢, yeu can alee bry hams made apple turnovers 
aml pairin, which Andy "ays come highly recosmeméef. He saa al&e [mpressed with the 
fare am effer at Flackwe]ll haath, «here your rinks are served in china cups. (Are 
the chips extra, ÁAmdy?). Flease keep sending in TOUS zom-imationms for whal siat be the 
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WESTON-SUPER-MARE 





rail directions faved by the host club 
well in afwvamce of the great day, none 
of tae weary ТЕЛЕГЕ Чер their 
xe alar, Mole on, the West 
Midlands, Londen, and elsewhere, had any 
ЕЧ cee ug 








7 С | Manager Phil Wright was 
‘there to greet cs, standing proudty in 
front of him ciu*5'm Woadapring Pari 
ground and siring up the opposaltion, Am 
the United players took ta the changing 
rooms in preparation for the Big Match. 
We arrived im dribs an Arabs, ws faot- 
balling fanatics fros all pointa of tho 
compass, and after donning the re?! topa 
Kindly supplied by the hast cluh, wm 
began our tactical talks, which kicked 
off with a question free Dudley'm own 
David Gertont: “What shape is the ball, 
again?’ . 

Our sates was to take place on @ 
playing field a few homired yards from 
Wondaprinc Park, afd after negctiating 
а busy roumdabeut and weréing off more 
than « few odd stares from curioum 
passerms-Lr in cars occ on bikes, wp 
finally arrives at the arena hich was 
тї Boom to witnmes* а bizarre wix of - 
triumph ami tragedy. The problem of 
surnlus playera for United was spon 
mettled by a quick word with the Ref, 
Stam S$locombe, who readily agread to 


allow Groumdhonpers United to field no 
leas than thirteen players. 


FIRST HALF STALEMATE 


with an all tise record crowl of 
NO watching, the ig Match finally got 
under way. Puffing ami Puffing, Slip= 
ping and sliding, beth tease began the 
match in a cawtions war, with the anum 
very moch on safety first. There were 
сиге passes beck te the goalkeepers in 
the opening fifteen minutes than in any 





ninety mirutem of am England Internat ion— 


ai match. Det me the match wore on, the 
fitter and faster Veston playera gained 
the upper hand, amd came close on several 
occasions. Reb Davissan made a couple of 
fine paves and quite a few lucky ones. 

At the other emi, Jim Dumn found the net 
twice, but his fine efforts were diaa- 
lilewed for offwide bath times. fy the 
time the Beferes blew hie whistle to and 


of the net. 


the firat half, both sets of players 
reapite. 
H-Ti: Weeten 5£.M, о, GH United O0, 

The second half eet off at m ¢rack- 
ing pace, with both teams stepping up a 
gear. Within tvo rinutes cf the ro-start 
United were shead, after a fine through 


ball found PETTIT. Ма outpaced two heme 


defemters, Grew the goalkeeser off his 
line, aod heeeered the hell inte the roof 
Five minctes later the trick 
wAB repe&ted, with a Smith pase finding 
Dunn amd Pettit om the break. With the 
Weston defence caught flat-footed, PETTITT 
rounded the "keeper and found the nat to 
give United а solid locking 2 = Û lead, 
From then oc it was downhill all the 
way for United, as Weaten regained their 
firat half form and came back into tha 
match with a vengeance. Within a minuta 
of the secomd goal for United, Veston had 
pulled one back, as BAITLETT'a shot took 
a а deflection to eceicve Bob 'Oopa- 
The Und ted defence were then in 


come, Caught on the break für the uspteenth 
tise, the United players were slow tg recover 
ua the Westen 'arwardm bare down adn goal. 
Lone defender Chris Oakley did wall te ‘pain 
passeszion of the ball in the penalty area, 
but his attempt to dribble his way out of 
trouble backfired, and the ball ran loose to 
Weston’ s Club Secretary Spud 4ILSOM, who 
engerly snapped up his chance to give the 
host club a winning lead. 


SULI: Westen S.M. 3, G.H. Unitad Z. 


NOTES After the match, the United 
Players agreed that debutant Mark Merron 
was our &atar periormer, Meanwhile, Veaton'm 
Commercial Manager Pall Bright has infurned 
те that, follewing our friendly match, the 
Weston players have decided to start up a 
team t5 play [rieméiy matches agai toam 
of supporters fram other clubs in the Great 
Hilis Leagee, and at the time of writing they 
wore hanina ts play Exmocuth Teen later in 
the Tw (Alec a match againmt Bridgwater 
Teri = 


After a refreshing shower it waa tina 
to avail eurselvesa of the hoat club'a superb 











...bontinued on next page 
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.Jbar facilities, where an excellent 
rangos öf hot meala and snacks can be 
had fur a renscnable nrice, As well as 
& good choice of alea, etc. Sone of 
ihe Weaton players ioined um (thang from 
the friendly match, I hasten to aft), 
ae we dieruased the match in a relaxed 
atmosphere. It was generally agread 
that the result was a right one, an? 
cur very friendly hosts then surprise 
us hy entering a dezen peoples for our 
Prise Soccergquiz. The quis was run sn 
an impreved format, and produced a few 
momenta of hilarity before we eventually 
came to a tic-break between the twe 
leading (sane of two. The pairing ef 
David '"Profeasor' Gorton ami Mick Coyne 
pot thers first, with the correct anerer 
tà tha tie-break question, thareby fust 
sipping Dill Berry ami {2 year eld 
Richard Owen far the cash prize. 


THE MAIN MATCH 

In cur three comvemtions haldó 

last season, tha hast clubs manare 
WO ESTON-SUPER-MARE 


1428 . 19<= 


il === = 
h Ait 


kidan See eT Sah ec ка] ир ж в зы Alia 


тізген. ай yas Poma mo d 4 ede A de ЕР 
eee ee lee eee el ume Dam Lum 


„шат њи. LEA! ЕИ ыш ш Dnm 
WISTS AL hia iE ee ee 


Багын. Сета Sas PO Û f] j 


thes to lose their min tas 


without even scoring a goal. (Two 1 - 0 
amd one 2 = O wina for visiting clubs}. 
Weston-2ucpser-Mare ende this bleak rum 
with a firmt half goal im a match which 
was slightly Simapsolntimg, am! wurvived 
а few late scares to hold on te their 
firat half lead againat tough tackling 
Weston produce?! a very шо pru- 
gramna far thia match, which includad 


а four page centra iusert Gevoted to the 
toil by match ani the Ürcundhagzr 
generally. The pro + is cartalàly 
goad value at just 3s, 


Tt was another very good day out for 
the Grownthoppers, and I would Like te go 
on recerd as Baylng that the set-up at Sood 
tas Park is very impressive. bhat part- 
j|cwlarly please! me about this day was that 
so many of the home supporters and Clout 
Officials joined in the fun, afel went out af 
their way to maka iia fegi welcome, They are 
avery friendly and most pleasant bunch of 
people, and 1 zm sure that all those beppers 
vbo attended an the day will join me in wish- 
ing them all the best for the future. {It ia | 
alme nice io know that people are beginning ta 
Discover that sost Graundoppers haven't get 
two haacm and peculiar habitsl). (nce again, 
it's û day like this that underlinom tha 
spirit of kinship so prevelant in the sport 
at thie level. Finally, I would Like to 
thank everybody at Waston-Super-Mare, ari 
Phil Wright in particular, for the part they 
played in making this event ро enicrables. 
My headline for this report was 'Who 
put the '"Super' in Wemston-Super-Mares?'. The 
arnswer is the people, ha really are soper. 


A gentleman by the name of Dave [I'm 
sorry, Dave, but in the confusion I] forgot 
te write your full name down) drepped in te 
tell us about his own club, Dridgwater Town 
(7984) F.C., and te show us copies of tha 








The Yearbook selle for L2, and contains 
60 pages of information om the club's progress 
in the Somerset Senior League. Of particular 
interaat to Groundheppars woulé be the excell- 
ent photographic content, which includes a | 
ef various grocndms imn the Somerset Senior | 
Lemgue, am] the comprehensive League bees 
gt the rear of tha book. 

The club need to raisa £3,000 in ос 
to finance the completion of their new stand, 
ant hope to redae pert of that mum through 
the anle of their Yearbook. To order your 
copy, which I conmiéer pood value for money 
please write to! Miss Sally Wright, Club 
Secretary, Bridgwater Tom (1984) F.C., Fair- 
fax Parke, Bridgwater, Somerset. 


*"Days Calline put im appearance at the com- 
vention, and I díén't recognise him because 
мів nhotegraph in this magasnine dosa him no 
justice zt alli Perhana Dave and Т азна 
get togethar and engage the serricea of à 


prafe&zignal photographeri 





| ОК АТ This month: 
IN IE UFE OF ONE JOHN BOWER of Len- 
"Or oun nece | mington Spa 


Il you woutd fie fo send at an aria 
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hda аон, ОЕ Га the Lira of JONN DOWER of LEAMTINGTON SFA io tett us uEnut v 

fg TER gtoundiopping moni fia Adm, We weatee gfoot rrena diring WAY TYNE. 

I wtarted ihe month off vith every йара era dream — three new grounds in a 
423. Firüt, T wenti to CHIPPING NORTON 1л morning for the Hellenic r 
Uivialen One Challenges Cup Final between matte TENHAM Tiwi RESERVES and FURTO 
Chel t m won 1-0 on a nloping pitch in typical Bank Holiday weather conditions 
іе; enia, wet and windy! 


Afterwards, I headed soukh-wont Гог the Hellonte League Premier Divimicn ا‎ 
Cop Final played at SHARPNESS betwnen BISHOPS CLEEYE and TATE TOWN. ‘The, fert,! 
ir ons of the most out-of-the-way grounds І hare been bo. heaving to drive through 
the dorka and over roiiway iinzz. І wae rewarded with an mbsolute cracker of a 
match, one of the best I have seen All usamon, with Binhopa Claove banting the 
champions 4-3 a[ter extra time. 
The eysninpg match was a Gloucestershire ORE League game in the Forest of Dean, 
hetween CINDERFORD und STONEHOUSE, I drove to Cinderford in torrential rain and 
when |l arrived nt the ground, the гебегре апі 11ловвей were inzpseting & vater- 
ingged pitoh in their wellies, bat fortunately they dacided to play the match, 
Cinderford then preceeded to crash bottom-of-the-table Stonehouos 5-0, who bad 
tried throe different players In oo] fn the second hnif dus to I 
Hot mu many goals on Tuesday evening. I drove bo BUOBRODKE ST. MIGNHAELS fer 
their Unlted Counties League Division One encounter with THRAPSTON VENTONAS, with 
the visitors winning ss uninmplring satch 2-1. 
Thursday 5Lh May and Beauar Homes League Promier Diviaion action st Butlin Roni 
whera V.S. RYGBI took on AYLESBURY UNITED with the visitors neading just one more 
aint Cer the Championship end wetion te the G.M. Vauxhall Gonfertoce. 

After looking uneatchable a mon th corlier, Aylesbury had п bad cage of 'proeotlon 
jitters" ullowlng Dartford to overtate Lhem, sc the stage was get for an inter- 
esting 90 minutes which 1t proved to "s with Ку кагу getting the draw they 
needed for prosotion, but mst before V.B. Rugby gave thes ‘o run for thelr money. 
À ergud ef 1,541] gaw the 2-2 daw, 

Saturday, ind heal ba sortai - COVENTRT CiTT v. Q.F.H. iy&un!), another goalless 
draw on the Highfield Bond sud and Plate iz552£. 

Susday, «nil up Lo Lancashire for khe GMAC Challenge Cup Final. HORWICH AMT wEduin-! 
WEIMQ TH amd despite lesing iheir gualkesper through iniury in Uhe [irst minuLle, 
lorwinh comfortably beat a disappolnting Weyaüouth вла 2-0. 

Tfusesüny svening at FELSALL VILLA, with football on ona aide of. ihe Clubhouse, nnd 
cricket tha other. The football was worth watching, with the vieltora DTOUNPORT 
SWIFTÉ, winning 2-0. Poeleall produce an axoslleni programme, one of {ћи Белі 1а 
Һе Emnks's Brewery Lespus. 

After going all winter wilhouL m cold, I gel an nbscluke gtinker in the mlddin of 
May. tat being m dedicated grounthopper, [I drag myself off my nick bed tö visit 
CANNOCK CHASE on friday 13th Мау where the home team beat DABLASTOW 2-1 in а dire 
баве. A word of thenka due here to Mr. M. Clementaon, tho Cannock Chane Secret- 
ary whe sent ms & prograume Tor thm above gate. For once the excunn o[ "sorry, 
progrnamses are still at the printers” won gondinely true. 


Finally my last match of tke 4éason (my 739th) wns a black ore band affair. The 
last-sver match at the Windelll Ground, LEAMINGTON feotoring two teams of former 
players selectod by two of Lha beak CHR палафега in the Midlands, Jimmy 
Knox of VS. Rugby and Graham Aliner of Kiddersinntier. Doth are very mucceznfíul 
"X-Ar Leamington managern. E 

For tha racord, Jimmy Knox's teas won 3-1. bok 1t wan not a day for celebrating. 
Leamington ls now without a menior football team thanks to à local council who 











are nore internated ім christmas lights and go ing on free trips to obscurae touns 
in France and (ormany than in providing apor e Facilities for the public. 
lieedless to say the council's colours are blue and not red! 
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BY THE MAN 
WHO KNOWS HIS 





ta fora P begin Lhit pant top programusn Fev jews [rem Line Ros— (es gue 23008, i wgcuid 
like to tell you about the fartnecoming Clant few Toar Prograk&gse Fair to ba halá 
Hamday Eth January 1999 at The Great Wastern Eoyal Hotel, Fraed Sireet (nez! 


to Paddington B.A. sataticn)], which will tè span fron 10. Зав until ipm. 
QRODUNDHÓOPPEH MAZAZLINÉ will harg ite own stall at this fuir, with a large number 
f current msaaEOon non-league prograBmes incloding many smssller clubs that are 
harder tea get hold of tach ms those 108010 ТОГ РА Vase gssen, etc. Alao on the 
siall, we will have back copies of the sagarine, and we will be promoting the 
eagetine with special leaflets given out to everyone attending the fair: Alpo, 
the February 1969 ваце ог Еһ magazine wili be on gssoral nale on the day. 

There wil] be all the coantry's top progrtasme Qealers in attenjance, so please 
sake Sure you attend thie Olant Mew Tear Fair = end we will Loot forward to fee- 
ing Fou at the QNOUNDHOFPER MAGAZINE atall in particular. 

Please keep the non-league prograsmos coming in for reviewing єп these pages. 1] 
am sorry that they cannot bé returned, so pienie oniy sond spare copias in, but 
we are particulariy interested in unuszal ones or prograsmses issued by clubs on 
a one-off baoie such ms for FA Vase matches. 

To start oar revieus this month, we hare received the offering from Central Hid- 
land League aide BIMATER, who this season have changed their rame from Clay Cros 
Works, and the 1Ор ianue is] а tremendous effort. There are J2 pages, with a 
glossy cover im grey and orange on white, with those two Familiar footballers yet 
again in evidence. Although sore than half the pages contain adverts, the people 
inwoived in producing this are to be congratulated because there are many intere 
esting features Including Editor's Page, feature on the opposition, ccupetitics 
page. tables, full fixtures and statiatins on the centre pager incleding player- 


Ly-player listiaga for every matoh as seen in most Football League progresses, 
ESLER reports of recant gaxset, plus much fore. And with a pew nase, this will 


surely be a nuch sought-after programae for mca collectors. 
Yot sogh a new napa is LETTONSTONE ILFORD froma the Vaguxhall-Opel League. and this 
seatan, thoy are producing a 32 page lssuo for (Op, whieh Includes a glossy fuil- 
colour cover containing a photo of the sain stand at Green Pond Roed. The teane | 
are lined-up om page 3, and there ls а ganeral clob пем and etitcrial page whies 
ia followed by fixtures and results and а page of action photos. Recent esteh 
reporis are vell dosumanisd, and particularly Leteresting ie the d=-page centre 
pull-out en the opposition, including fact fils, pen pictures, peast resolts bët- 
ween the two clubs, and « reproduction of their club progranne. Other items of 
interest are leagnze tables froa the VOL, player profile, supporters club notes. 
and two pages of YOL news as vell an a losk back to a match fros ysars gose by. 
Frograsme Editor Lem Liewellys certainly has a value-for-money programme with 
plenty of reading content acd varied Features. Up north and ZALLAM fros the 
Northern Ceunties East Premier Division are producing à 52-pagser this searon, 
with so cower price but included with adimiasión. They play at Sandygate, whick 
jg the oldest football ground in the world: and this 1a proudly displayed over 
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WES Ve fh? Pes Bee xd quA WU cea wem (Jaeceosetq ocn, NUUS a ا‎ "weg чи 
pages are printed im black on blue paper, with an outer shell of Zi pagas 
adverts, and the centre eight pares full of club nevs, results, ans the 

aformation found in non-isapue programmes. the íspm iine-upgp can = 

x the contre pages. Wot a bad effort although heavy on advertising, but 
e of blue and white pages throughout, Back to the TOL. and down 0 
BGRÜUOH TOWN for their 50р Тарце Гог jó pages. The Se@liov asd bice corer 
tains match details and an action photo of & recent matoóh, and this is fsllov- 
ed by an Editorial pegs, Banager'a solumn, two pages on the opposition including 
lob history ani pan-pletures, etc, thon sones club neve and sates reparte of 
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recent matches followed by thi "Prose Box' column, with the two page statistical 
&nalysis on the centre pages, including lFizilures JY respite, league table, lisi o? 
^ppearances aN] goalscorers, otc. There is a Tisehnback lio previous maetlngs 


E 


beznes theo Ewo sluha, rTemérys b youth taam news, action pnotoB, and эв чету poo 
VOL uüpüaté, BEIGE at the atest smitoation in the other iesguos. The notise- 
board comas sexi. containing other fixtures in the VUL, a brief pisce sbout the 
referee, nvay Lravel mews, eto, snd the tease line-upa are on the back pare. 
Altkeurzkh pricey at 50p, mnd containing nesrly !B'pager of adverts, there is n 
seat Inyout and a good a&mpunt of rescing in this progresse, end with aes] ler- 
thán-usua] keadingm to the pages, sore can ba crnamed 15 to each page, Ghking 11 
poo vaine [sr WwonzsBy. 
Кл Нойер Loague club RUSHDEN TOWN this so&zon have m 10р prograsme@ at thelr 
laydan foad, and this contalns ?2 pagcH., wilh в үпү Sorar containing # blark 
Á white &ciion photo smi à reëel etFipedl backpgpround. There äre 1) pares of advortn 
in thie one, but there is still a fair amecunt to read because j)ncludsd 1s a ире 
of ciùb sews, A pags of sansgoer's holen, good coverage of the opposition, reserve 
toam roviaw, player proflls, cestre-page tene line-ups, youth bess page, league 
table, pean-plolursms of the opposition, commercial page, and finally results and 


firtures, et a bad effort, and will protably noti witht any, prises for originality 
but nevertheless gives the reader everything ke needs to know end includes =li 
the usual i1tesn one comes to expect from a progransec,. And at only 3Op, it ts 
not bad valoe at all. Flsally this sonth, our iskt review takes us down rhe 
pyramid Blighiíly to tbe Minntonleud Kant Lengus to look at the effort iron SITT- 


LNGBOURNE, vho include the prograsme with ndmisaion, with additional copies on 
sala at 20p. There are 15 pagss, which are ünstapled, and & giossy white covor, 
orinted in red and black. The outer Tz pages contain mainly adverts, plus a fuil 
Age pre-printed club hilatory of Bittingbourna. Tha centra pages contain tenn 
line-ups, & few brinf club notes, and reports of rescant matehea. 

Although not the apat interssting prograeme around, 1t is still a ussful siditilaen 
to a aolléetion, and what it lacka im originality or contant makes up for in 

gffort, although tho sosovhat ‘dated" готет design wath ito simple layout and ñ 
drawing of players in action needs: ta be locked st for future seasons. 

lut with some clubs in the Kent League a little unpredictable when 1t comer to 
programms feruing, this js still a velcose publisngtilon by the Hosmam Road club, 

So that ia it for yet another sonth. it. just laaven mo Lo wiàh you all в чогу 
happy christsas and a successful new year progravae-wiste, acd Steve mni I wlli be 
locking forward to meeting you sil st our stall at tha Giant Wow Tear Fair on 
Sonday Bth January 1989, | FET 

NEFT MONTH IN -JAE RAGAZZINE, I MIII DE REFIEHING, ARONGIA? OTAEAS, РЕЙ ААЛИ FADI 
à TELINAFELI, TIVERTUN, CLEATOR AGOA CELTIC, CLIRMTONE AINERE WELFARE, PLUS OT HERS, 






















Our "Spot the Greund" sompatition ia populsr with cur readers, with large nunbere 
now gending in entries each monLh, making 1t cone of the the favourite fanturses 

in the magazine. However, avery month there is» a winner, so we are obviously 
not making 11 hard enough for you lot out there. Last sonth's answer did fool 
uite а let cf yeu though, and there were saty wrong azswers ap well as a large 
number cof correct onez. It май òf course EIMOSTIH TULWB, and the false clue wae 
No.l, they аге nol а north west club. but a PZeuthb-west club, ond the winner as 
picked cui of the hat by the Editor is- HA: T. BOWE, 11 MILNER PLACE, WIECHEST- 
EN, HANTS, 52022 LAT. Congratulations, Mr T Bone. Tou now have a *staak" in our 
magasinail (Sorry, no doubt you are sick of that joke by towl). Anyway, the £5 
cash prize will be on it's uny. to you in the next few days, ao Jt will pay for 

ae few pinta ot christsas. I[neldentaliy, the quis & competition wdvertised to 
appesr in thie isgwae has been held over for в monih, dus te lack of space and 
alse becaces the prise of offer of the "Non-Leagos grounds of Creat Britain" la 
delayed zt the Tublishers, s5 ves will be having this great "borus" cespetitioa 

|n our part ifte. 

Now onto this month's competition. Remember, 11 1s easy to enter, and you have 
the chance to win up to 2100 eamh (1f it wasn't for the clever-clogs' who keep 
winning each month), Just study the tuo photos of a non-league ground below, 

aed using your skill and ganeral knowledge of the son-leagus scene, work out fros 


the nix clued which club ls» featured. lut rfes"sber, AB &alwaym, ono of Lhe alix 
clues is a red herring апі їв falne. Please sake sure your entry reaches usa by 


na later thas Wednesday 2'!si1 Docenmter. бева poor enirp Qo:- IPFO?! THE GROUND 
DAPETITIOS, GARE Ba.T, GAA DADPPEA MAGAZA, CFF AEATOO £042, FANDSIVOA?RN, 
Losposm, ЫШТЕ 5га, 

А11 correct entries will be placed in a hat asd а winner (lf any) drawn by the 
Editor sna Thursday 22rd Decanber. Answer and winner announced in the February 
1989 iesce. There will be a brand new "Spot thea Ground" competition next month. 
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= Game? 


Here re your SII clues ав to which club is featered this sonth. Bat roeaesber - 
one of these cloes is act true. Cond lack! 
j, Tia Deefbe@Meat cul ara aicut fit ecfead [лаш Leadon. 
<]. Trg Mare Ааш graat лыгеғда an fhe ТА Газа арал sacs" quzged, Ceding fina t- 
cota oe agmi-frnadliósia,. 
I), Thaeg Puy al oases Lue, 
iJ. Takeda faaal«teae colona nns Lue and hile. 
4 4 esp dgumbpus pof түл шап haa had ascent top fen auccuaab comgá fana 
Ага. Кш, 
TÀe asce*d alfgnsdunce o( [Asia ground waa 2,200 fos [ha aani-Ziaol of the 
FA Fass азала fale sows, 
Gat it yet? Tas, It'S enay, ag makta gure those antrles raach us by Wednenda 
21st December аб tke igtest, and [rom this eesmpetitios cowards, you MUST alsco 
Atata which of the aix- elyon |@ incorrect ms well as name the club, If you fail 
to state which elae dia falae, Lhe entry will met count.  Ancrwaraü can, iT you 
3851. be sant ọn faici wnyvolopem or postcards, but please reneaber to lnaluds 
four panre amd ajddreszz. Geod liek, and get writing: 





3. Tha main ser ot tha Crouredhengser Maga 
mud Eas Hundly ran {жгне Chub ia bo 
сесине Ме васе Косі ped to gie й 
wuhsacribarg ae cuin smenmiberg me : 
би онан en Tj Term ОЁ айн. artt and 
Photographs, eir. 
2. Merbentg of {Ме Сны нїп СО» в 
PREE Tajbin, Wro bi Sire Parii Gierig 
Sactary) mi he aodio òr ia Fada ironi 
EYE, Ching Tu iila t aa йш reme 
müürmse, groundboppire araa etc Ao, 
pies пыйы m ond. Phor Hus ner of y 
rsirnpensrp t nd 
a Осе M biome a maribar yiu aee onmia 
deian pesdeges as ogtirew] in Wa ci 
NE {їнїн Анн. 
4. Assn cium rss be feunced in agiocuation ith. 
Groundhopper Marjazine. and al mecbers wil 
тече mn més sminmant of acconnrs at fra 
AM. ona date TO Ie arranged. peabeby oc 
The dey od a convention at ooo: Inge EFT ¥ 
be deceind, Fill petis wil арынан Ыт fu 
aires, 








| will bn rcriveribons. PESSET ORI 
eu ard Гогена ena vini "uc 








! н Мале is publehid EVERY 
radh Tree Ihn ve. with cireni 
бйз ы ras shown, D Ifa ape fcd 
eomm. Cog in saáchinsos ara hup det. od 
Е Chit event gic pa Wa Uf ciin 


| ; И вала pen {бє ancha in hue 
A 


Hagari. pea Ea That them man fi a cela 
in nirbuming Thar [f mors ra aca ihe mend ad 
Once. The puors& (От рп them do 
publican ib hepa, and we car Persie 
cnhy ume phobusg lé Dre sum ad a Erw Peace 
ALWAYS indugbe wher sewing photos 
w?wheihar you would Men them vana ce 


mħatra weten imn iam, 


B. The түнд гы ie usuriy безас огу іра 
15h at aach manti, áubpoct ro copy береле 
Boru гт чат ГЫН рї: н. ан shocked nose 
your raga about Dy wies prie No coe 
fete. Oe: January іаво теоре ТЕЛ o TTi 
ийет | 

S. We cannot bg firid responsible for mareng 
bery lost in tha popr whan Deity tured t 
берегинин Вее usi Uic has phe, qc 1 

10. The тшй i amaunisble o^ 


| SUuBBSLTeTI0N CINES. VWhan veu ane carmen 
П вг ги тин subachpbon Vii viu d ин eoi 


a ette тет ү hat d Ер М pates, 
ani ail anc ih a ere jari pH IFFT 

11. А jin Gouania Gia ard paw 
Comes hag bunt fora], vU they puia 
et helning do ongoenieo sari, ele with Маи} 


tiui) arte. HY LJ yard fhe Lû [oen planê vetas | 


tur Stn Kir] Pod Fl certas. 
12. À reser nero of Back ing 04 
Сиска Маан иге auadabhe form fon 


Jones, 24 Poplin Heu, Maleribliedon London | 


SWIS 3 For urhe irvidlablüty pense ciach 
Eiewhere inihis rmonthrg esca 
13. For copy dares Tol ifs year's aus, plese 


eee ыһан for full details, wtih sien | 


a ROM 

(es Тїш: Se ieee 
аса agp Eh he aes amd monport um at 
ihe Annal Ganar Maire] and a conantcra 
and ah are apt 
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FOOTBALL 
PROGRAMMES 


Send. 50“ ito cover postage! for a copy of our current cataloque listing 
thousands of mint condition programmes available (all reduced in 
price, including finals, semis, Internationals, English, Scottiah and Irish 
league tema, etc.) and receive a promotional pack of programmes 
(worth £2.50] free! 

Bulk clearance £ 785 far 5,000, phone OBB8 282 1 0r4 108 for details. 


STEVE EARL FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES (GH) 
Broad Street, Bungay, Suffolk NR35 ТАН 








NON-LEAGUE TRAVELLER 
THE Weekly Magazine for the Non-League Follower 
Far a free copy of the magazine send a 9x6 stamped, addressed 
envelop 
Fixtures from around forty different leagues in England and Wales 
plus programme reviews, ground directions, yreund and cluly news 


For aubscripiar aetas pleaw write [o 
Tap O'The Hank, Fvishaem Road, roadway, W. proester. и NH © 





THE FOOTBALL PROGRAMME DIRECTORY 
sers of the international Pragramrme Fair each year 


The monthly magazine for programme зз and 
others interested in our national gam 
_. PROGRAMME NEWS - ADVERTS SECTION | 
MEMBERS’ LETTERS - DETAILS OF PROGRAMME FAIRS 
COLLECTORS’ MEETINGS 
and many other features 


Subscription £6.00 for 12 issues, overseas £7.50 
The 100th issue was celebrated in March 1983 
Ordinary back issues, 50p, 100th issue, £1.00 

F.P.D. Pannants, 5Op. F.D.P. Badges, £1.00 
for further details or to subscribe contact: 


David Stacey (Editor) 


The F.P.D. (Dept. G-Hop) 
66 Southend Road, Wickford 
Essex 5511 8EN 
Telephone: 0268 732041 


Pascua wes yous cur and баса Бару anra send tis fom ае 
with the appropriate remittance pigs a large stamped addressed 
envelope of Ad size, 
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